
Blenkinsopsam

For most people, the name Sam Blenkinsop 
probably first appeared on their radar during 
the run-up to the 2006 World Champion-

ships. Billed as the hot ticket for the win, the little-
known New-Zealender just missed out on the gold 
that year, but his achievements since, especially 
in the season of 2008, have exceeded all expecta-
tions. Stepping onto the podium for the first time 
in Vallnord (5th) this year, he has since showed 
consistency that even seasoned riders struggle to 
achieve - ninth in Fort William, sixth in Mont Sainte 
Anne, seventh in Bromont and tenth in Canberra, 
beating Sam Hill into eleventh place no less. For 
such a young rider to become a dependable top ten 
finisher at World Cup level on courses ranging from 
Mont Sainte Anne’s steeps and roots to the sandy 
pedal-fest of Canberra is almost hard to believe. 
Together with fellow New-Zealander Justin Leov 
and the mercurial Aaron Gwin of the USA, the once 
slightly under-achieving Yeti downhill team has 
been completely revitalized, once again becoming 
a force to be reckoned with at the highest level of 
racing. With Yeti’s formidable R&D behind him, 
Sam has been seen racing the new Yeti Prototype in 
addition to the longer-travel 303, his input no doubt 
helping to refine the bike for possible production. 
First class southern hemisphere riders like Hill, 
Kovarik, Minnaar or Neethling have traditionally 
come from South Africa or Australia, but riders like 
Sam are helping to put New Zealand firmly on the 
racing map. We fired a few questions at him after his 

race run in Canberra, with the kind assistance of 23 
Degrees Racing’s Martin Whiteley.
 
 Your results this year have been amazing, and 
you’re currently sitting in 8th place in the World 
Cup with only one round to go. We always knew 
you were fast but where did this sudden surge in 
consistency come from? 

Not sure really, it’s maybe a combination of things. I 
have been training a bit harder, but I think it’s more 
to do with the awesome bike I have, and being in 
a team like Yeti that really supports you and I get 
along with everyone. It’s just great to go racing and 
I really enjoy it. 

The Yeti team are getting some real results this year 
in downhill, between yourself, Justin Leov and 
Aaron Gwin. What’s it like riding with these guys 
and is there a lot of internal competition? 

Justin and I joke around about beating each other 
and stuff, but we do train really well together and 
help each other out with lines and ideas. We have 
really different riding styles, so where he’s strong on 
some sections, I can learn from him, and the other 
way around. Aaron is pretty amazing and I’m look-
ing forward to seeing him at more World Cups. 

You’re one of the few riders on the circuit to ride 
glove-less. Is this for better control, superstition, or 
just something you’ve got used to doing? 

Just something I’ve always done, it feels better to 
me. It’s not for everyone, but I like it. 

You seem to be the only member of the team to be 
consistently riding the Yeti prototype DH bike. Can 
you tell us how it rides and why you favor it over 
the 303? 

Me and Justin have been running the prototypes for 
the last 2 World Cups ‘cause the tracks have been 
flatter but I like the 303 for the rough tracks. Both 
bikes are sick.
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Sam, out of the saddle and hauling, 
Mont Sainte Anne 2008.



What has been your favorite place to ride this year, 
race venue or otherwise? 

 It would have to be the 2nd World Cup in Andorra.

 What’s it like traveling the world to ride your bike? 
Are there any drawbacks? 

Pretty much a dream for me. I can’t think of anything 
better to do for a job.  

What’s the riding scene like in your native NZ? 

 It’s sick, everyone going to the races with mates and 
having a good time riding the courses....it’s cool and 
growing each year.

Before you made it as pro were there any riders who 
influenced your riding or made you want to pursue 
DH seriously? 

 Not really, it was just mates pushing me to go riding 
every day. 

This year seems to have been more of an open race, 
with no one person dominating too much. What do 
you think the reasons are for this increased competi-
tiveness this year? 

I think 2007 was a season where the other Sam really 
dominated and everyone just went back home and 
worked harder, stepped up their game. He can be 
beaten and guys have proven it this year. We all just 
stepped up our game more.   

 I have yet to see a boring or bad photo of you - you 
always seem to be riding with a bit of added style. Is 
style something you aim for as well as speed? 

Nah, just like riding and I like to have fun on the 
bike, it’s what works for me. I’m trying to keep it on 
the ground more where I need to, but I have my own 
style I guess, and that can look good in photos, but 
it’s not a deliberate choice or anything.   

What kind of track suits you best? Wide-open and 
fast, technical and steep etc? 

I love wide open and fast tracks, and when it gets fast 
technical, it’s sick. 

The WC series took another dip down under the 
equator this year. Would you like to see more varied 
race venues as opposed to the traditional Europe/Can-
ada split? 

It’s good it came to Australia but I think the schedule 
should be better planned. Many guys didn’t make the 
trip, because it was between Canada and Austria. It’s 
better to have it as the 1st or last round. But coming 
from New Zealand, it was OK for me. I think the rac-
ing should go wherever it’s popular and the fans are 
into it.   

 What is your most memorable race so far in your 
career (for good or bad reasons), and why? 

 Winning a medal at Worlds was cool, but I think get-
ting my first World Cup podium in Andorra this year 
was pretty cool. Being up on the podium with guys 
like Hill, Minnaar and Gee, pretty wicked. 

Give us your prediction for the final top 5 when it’s 
all wrapped up after Schladming. 
 
1.Minnaar
2.Hill
3.Gee
4.Peaty
5.Me I hope!!
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Many thanks to Sam, Yeti and 23 Degrees Racing.

...everyone just went 
back home and worked 
harder, stepped up 
their game.

“ “


