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Corsair Ducat
The market has been flooded with dirt/street/park 
bikes lately. Cheap and relatively easy to produce, 
steel-framed hardtails are everywhere, but what 
about the rider who wants something with a little 
more thought put into it? Corsair’s Ducat is a very 
special little bike, with the kind of thought and 
attention to detail put into it that you’d expect 
to find on a Ducati, rather than a bike destined 
for the streets of New York, the local dirt jumps or 
a day of punishment at the skate park. Riding a 
grungy, beat-up steel hardtail may be your thing, 
and that’s ok, but if you’re looking for something 
more, read on....
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Way back in issue 3 of Distilled we interviewed 
the main guy behind the awesome range of 
Corsair bikes, Doug Stuart. Back then, Doug was 
giving us the lowdown on the upcoming Corsair 
models, and from what we could gather they 
looked great, were well-designed and had 
obviously had an incredible amount of thought 
put into them, not least by talented designer, 
downhiller and Whistler native Pablo Tofoya. 
Usually a new brand takes a while to achieve 
the sort of slick, polished finish and refinement 
that comes through years of trial and error, but 
Corsair seemed to have this right off the bat, 
looking every bit as good if not more so than 
established boutique brands like Turner, Intense 
or Santa Cruz, as well as some of the corporate 
giants with their enormous operating budgets 
and teams of designers. 
  
So it was with much anticipation that I un-
boxed 
the shiny 
new, fully 
built-up 
Ducat that 
the Cor-
sair guys 
were kind 
enough to 
send over 
this winter. 
The frame 
was the 
first thing 
I noticed: 
large 
diameter 
aluminum 
tubing 
with neat 
welds and 
a seriously 
expensive-
looking paintjob. At the back was a replace-
able dropout accommodating a 12mm Maxle, 
but there is also the option of having horizontal 
dropouts or a 10mm QR. This should keep most 
varieties of hardtail riders out there happy. At 
the front, an optional headset allows the head-
tube to be slackened or steepened to 68 and 
70 degrees from the stock 69, helping to keep 
the geometry right when using different travel 
forks. The parts spec seemed pretty good at first 
glance also: some very nice in-house compo-

nents like the low-profile pedals, Corsair’s own 
wheelset and embossed seat; Funn cranks, 
brakes, seatpost and stem; SRAM x.9 shifter, 
mech and cassette; and Kenda rubber round-
ing out the package. Corsair got the test-bike 
to us in a rush and so a few of these parts are 
not what a customer would receive, notably 
the seatpost (normally Syncros), the cranks 
(RaceFace) and the brakes (Avid Juicy 7’s).   
  
Swinging a leg over the Ducat for the first time, 
it was one of those bikes that felt just right, 
straight off the bat. Blasting down the sidewalk 
on it, the acceleration was extremely snappy. 
Aluminum definitely gives a snappier feel than 
steel and the 15.9” chainstays were spot on for 
putting the power down. The gear changes 
were snappy via the SRAM x.9 components and 
I imagined that with a few minor tweaks, the 
bike could be put to good use on some of the 

smoother 
4X/slalom 
courses, 
especially 
the longer 
top-tube 
model 
that Cor-
sair also 
offer. 
The Funn 
brakes 
were 
complete-
ly lacking 
in power, 
however, 
some-
thing I 
put down 
to them 
not hav-
ing been 

bedded in yet. A few miles of hard stops later 
(literally) and there was a little more power 
coming through the back brake but the front 
was close to non-existent. Perhaps there was 
a problem with this particular pair, but I would 
steer way clear of these brakes, as they are a 
big disappointment in the otherwise excellent 
Funn range. Thankfully, the production Ducats 
are specc’ed with Juicy 7’s, which, as we all 
know, are more than enough for a downhill 
bike let alone a 32.6lb street bike. Set up with Local NYC ripper David Holzer at the Brooklyn Banks.
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gears, a chain guide and both brakes, this build 
is probably more than the street/dirt/park purists 
would want or need on their bike, but the Ducat 
is available as a frame also, and can be built 
up to accommodate an individual rider’s quirks 
and preferences. Running single speed means 
fewer moving parts, lower weight, lower cost 
and greater reliability, but if, like many riders, 
you only have one bike in your armory, it can 
be worth building it up to be a little more versa-
tile like the model we 
tested. 

The next step was 
getting someone who 
could give the Ducat 
a proper test of its 
abilities. David Holzer, 
without a doubt the 
best un-sponsored 
street/dirt rider in New 
York, was happy to 
help. David is only 16, 
but stands at 6’3” and 
has a very smooth 
but aggressive riding 
style, so if the Ducat 
was going to have 
any weak spots, Da-
vid was going to find 
them. Used to riding 
completely brakeless, 
he was un-fazed by 
the scarily bad Funn 
brakes, and with a 
few tweaks for his size, 
including inflating the 
tires to bursting point, 
he was ready to go. 
David looked immedi-
ately at home on the 
Ducat, and was soon 
pulling no-footed 
cans, wallrides and 
impossibly flat tables with the same ease he had 
showed us on his own bike earlier in the day. 
The bike held up to the worst he could throw 
at it, and its dialed geometry seemed to make 
him comfortable straight away, requiring little 
time to become accustomed to it. Perhaps that 
comfort factor is the sign of a well-designed 

bike. No quirks or surprises, just tried and tested 
geometry, decent weight, and strong enough 
to take whatever you can throw it. It also helps 
that the Ducat is one of the slickest-looking bikes 
out there, but the same thought that has gone 
into its appearance has clearly also been put 
into the fundamentals, such as strength and 
rideability. During the photoshoot we got a lot 
of questions about the bike from other riders, 
and in general the bike drew a lot of interest 

wherever we went, 
even from non-rid-
ers. Unlike a down-
hill or even an 
all-mountain bike, 
there are fewer 
factors to consider 
when selecting 
a dirt/street/park 
bike, so the image 
factor is much big-
ger issue. During 
the test I was com-
paring it to the cus-
tom dirtjump bike 
we built up last 
year and featured 
in issues 3 and 4. In 
that case it was a 
steel frame, single-
speed set-up with 
a single brake at 
the back. The dirt/
street/park pur-
ists seem to favor 
the simple, cheap 
steel frames for 
their reliability and 
affordability, but 
like we said earlier, 
they are definitely 
becoming a little 
generic-looking. 
The Ducat is truly 

a unique little frame, and for those who want 
something that will not only stand up to every-
thing a simple steel frame will, but will be lighter, 
more adjustable and (at least in our opinion), 
look a hundred times better while doing it, the 
Ducat is the bike you have been looking for. 


