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N
igel Page is a bit of a legend to those who are 
familiar with him. After working his way up the 
ranks from local ripper to eventual Intense fac-
tory racer, he now manages the successful Chain 

Reaction Cycles/Intense team. Sharing his experience 
built up over years of World Cup downhill and four-
cross racing, he helps stars like Kovarik and Camel-
lini to reach their maximum potential, whether it is in 
working with them to develop the latest Intense, or 
helping them prepare both physically and mentally. 
Here are some of the extracts of a very interesting 
interview we did with Nige last week: 
  
On four-cross: 
  
Adding a four-cross rider (UK’s Lewis Lacey) was 
something I wanted to do, to have a four-cross pres-
ence at the races. We don’t sponsor Lewis the way we 
do the downhillers; it’s just bikes and kit for this year 
and then we’ll have a look at it again at the end of the 
year and see if it takes off. It’s harder to give a four 
cross rider a full-on deal like a downhiller, because 
they don’t get quite as much exposure and coverage. 
Four-cross needs to create its own style in a way. In 
the past there were a few big stars who did downhill 
as well as duel/fourcross or whatever it was called at 
the time, but now it needs its own stars. I think be-
cause the downhill times are so close now, it requires 
different training than for a sprint event like fourcross, 
so I don’t think you’re going to get many riders mix-
ing the two disciplines like they used to do. Just the 
kind of focus and energy you need to put into either 
discipline means you’re not going to be at the top of 
either one if you’re riding both. If it was up to me I 
think it would be great to see them all racing both but 
I don’t think that’s ever going to happen . 
  
On Intense and the new M6: 
  
1999 was the first year I rode for Intense, on the UK-
based Intense/Kawasaki team. That team fell through 
in its first year but that same year I met the Intense 
guys out in California for the first time. In 2000 I rode 
for the UK importers of Intense and then during a visit 
to the US for some training I got an invitation to the 

Winter X Games. Intense let me ride a new prototype 
bike for the race and I managed to make it on to the 
podium and got some TV coverage which was cool. 
Then in 2002 I rode for factory Intense. This year 
CRC/Intense is the main Intense team on the circuit. 
There is another team riding Intense, I think it’s X-
Fusion/Intense, but we’re the main focus for Intense 
on the World Cup circuit this year. I have known Jeff 
(Steber, Intense Cycles owner/founder) for a long time 
and we’re pretty good mates. We’ve been developing 
the next version of the M6 with Jeff from the feed-
back we gave him from last year. It’s a little behind 
at the moment because Jeff kind of does everything 
himself, but they’re hopefully getting shipped out to 
us today. We’ve had one to try out already, and Julien 
(Camellini) has tested it, really liked it and requested 
a few minor tweaks be made. All the team bikes will 
be made according to the changes we requested and as 
soon as we receive them we’ll get them built up and 
get some riding time in on them. It’s a bit late in the 
day but hopefully everything’s ok with it. The new 
M6 has an adjustable head angle but it was a bit late 
for the cups to be finished in time so the team bikes 
will just have a standard head angle for the first World 
Cup and then we’ll get the next batch after that. We’ll 
be in Europe for quite a while after South Africa so 
we’ll be able to give them a good thrashing. 
  
On using the new Dorado: 
  
We’ll solely be using the Dorado this year also. All 
the lads really like it. Everyone talks about stiffness 
issues with upside-down forks but I never had any is-
sues back when I was riding the old model and Chris 
was winning World Cups on it and never had any 
complaints. Even so, this new model is a lot stiffer 
and we’ve had good feedback about it. Chris has been 
testing the new one out in Australia and he says that 
it feels is very sensitive on the small bumps and the 
little bit of flex that exists is actually a good thing be-
cause it doesn’t feel as harsh as some forks and tracks 
better in the corners. 
  Kovarik is the lynch-

pin of the CRC/Intense 
downhill program.
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On Camellini: 
  
Julien started really strong last year. He is the kind of 
rider who puts 100 per cent into his training, whereas 
Chris is more of a naturally-talented bike rider. Julien 
probably puts more effort into his preparation than a 
lot of guys but he just made a few unfortunate mistakes 
last year, like at the second round, he was pushing hard 
and wanted to be on the podium again after his second 
place in Maribor. The track didn’t suit him so well 
and he ended up crashing which really hurt his points 
chase. He also crashed in Canada and hurt his shoulder 
but still managed a top ten overall which was great. 
This new bike that we’ve got also really suits him a lot 
more than what he was riding last year. 
  
On changes in technology: 
  
It’s still a very similar bike, it’s just got a few tweaks 
here and there that are better for a World Cup racer 
rather than a regular rider. For example, if a guy buys a 
regular Intense M6, he’s going to be able to ride down 
anything and it’s going to make it really easy. But I 
think that the stage the racers are at now, maybe that 
bike’s a little bit too plush. Some of the bikes that the 
guys are winning on are not as good a bike as possible, 
but it doesn’t matter, they just need to be fast. The way 
the top guys are riding is just completely different. It’s 
like the bikes the top motocross/supercross guys are 
riding. An average rider probably wouldn’t be able to 
ride it at all. The suspension would feel very stiff, and 
the thing would just be horrendous to hold onto. I think 
it’s got to that stage in downhilling too, where the top 
race bikes need to be not working quite perfectly in 
soaking up the bumps. They’re going so fast now, these 
guys, they’re just skipping over the top of the bumps 
and basically just holding on. The bikes need to fly out 
of corners so fast now, it needs to be a slightly differ-
ent set-up. So that’s what Jeff’s been working on for 
us, and from Julien’s reaction to it, it’s exactly what we 
needed. I really think we’re going to have the best bike 
this year. Also, with the way that Intense produce all 
their own bikes in-house, once we’ve signed off on the 
changes to this new bike, that version could just take 
over as the new production M6. 
  
On the competition: 
  
Sam is undoubtedly one of the best downhill riders 
there has ever been, but unlike Nico (Vouilloz) he 
can’t win on every type of course. If every course was 
like Val di Sole or Champery you’d probably see Sam 
dominating. But because there’s such a mixture in the 
tracks this year, and last, he probably won’t be able to 

dominate like someone such as Minnaar. I think the 
rest of the field closed the gap on Sam a little bit, but 
I definitely think he is still the guy to beat on certain 
courses. People forget that he is still only a young kid 
and the pressure must get to him a little bit. Being a 
team manager you realize that there are also a lot of 
other factors in a rider’s performance. Their personal 
life, for example, plays a big part in race results. 
  
On the World Cup atmosphere: 
  
I don’t know too much about how that all get along. I 
don’t think it’s anything to do with the riders but when 
the media are talking about Sam Hill being miles bet-
ter than anyone else, I don’t think he actually thinks 
that. I think it rubs some of the top guys the wrong 
way a little bit, especially when they know that they 
are capable of beating Sam, but again I don’t think it’s 
anything to do with the riders, it has more to do with 
the “paparazzi”. 
  
On the Kovariks: 
  
Claire, Chris’ wife, is new to the team for this year. 
She traveled with us last year anyway and started get-
ting some good results from around the middle of the 
season onwards, so we had a think about it and decided 
to add her on to the team and give her a chance.Chris 
is still the best rider that I have ever seen ride a bike. 
Sometimes it’s not just your raw talent that wins races, 
it’s the whole package. With Chris, if he’s happy and 
things are going well for him, he just rides his bike. 
That’s where we’re trying to get with him. At the end 
of the day it’s up to him if he believes he can win. I 
think he’s got the ability to smoke anyone out there. 
There’s a lot more to being a champion than being a 
really good bike rider. The whole thing is about just 
shutting off from everything else and focusing on your-
self. Chris isn’t a selfish person, but sometimes he’s not 
selfish enough. To be winning all the time you have to 
be focused on that one thing and nothing else.   
  
On CRC: 
  
I have never dealt with anyone in the industry as good 
as Chain Reaction. They’re just hard-working, pas-
sionate people and when they say they’re going to do 
something they do it. A lot of people in the industry 
are not like that. CRC come through with everything 
they promise you, and more. Those guys have given us 
everything we need and it’s just down to us now to try 
and make it into the world’s best team, which is what 
our goal is. 
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Above:  The new Intense M6 Evo downhill bike the team will be 
using this season. Below: This year’s four-cross weapon of choice. 


