
Danny Hart is a pretty familiar name to 
anyone in the UK but perhaps less so 
this side of the pond. In brief, not only 

is he the fastest junior the world, but he has 
also bested elite riders who have stood at the 
top of the World Cup podium, such as David 
Vasquez and Schladming winner Sam Blen-
kinsop. With the backing of one of Europe’s 
biggest bike companies and years of riding, 
learning and improving head of him, Danny 
Hart is a name you will be hearing a lot more 
of in the future, and it will mostly be preced-
ed by the words “and the winner is…”

You’re recently back home from New Zea-
land, how was it out there? 

It was pretty good. The races are just so much 
fun out there, everyone’s just so laid-back, 
and the atmosphere is not so serious. The 
tracks were good too. I wasn’t expecting to 
do as good as I did but it was great to win a 
round, which was my first win as a pro, and 
then to be top five in all the other nationals 
too. 

You beat some pretty big names down there, 
does that give you confidence going into the 
new season?

Yeah, when I came back over to Europe and 
did a few runs I just felt so good, knowing 
that I had beaten some big names. It’s great 
motivation for the season and I hope to keep 
it up through the World Cups. 

Are there any differences between last year’s 
LaPierre and this year’s?

Not really, just the color (white) and the new 
shock, the Fox RC4. There are a few minor 
tweaks in geometry, and I’m also riding a 
large now, because I have grown a bit since I 
was last measured for the frame. It pedals re-
ally well and with the new shock I can just sit 
off the back and smash through everything, 
pretty much. I’ve been riding it for so long 
now it just feels “normal” to me, it’s hard 
to explain, I’m just so used to it now it feels 
very natural. It’s definitely way better than 
anything else out there. I have a totally dif-
ferent setup now compared to when I mainly 
rode the British Nationals, where it’s very 
tight. With riding the World Cups and travel-
ing overseas the courses are so much more 
wide open and high speed. 

Has training with David Vasquez helped you 
mature as a rider?

Yeah, absolutely. He’s so experienced and he 
pretty much knows every track. Last year I 
would just walk the track once and that was 
my preparation. Now I look at the track a 
lot more and try to observe every little thing 
about it, because split seconds count. David 
says that to me all the time, and tells me 
that’s why the top boys are so good. I listen to 
everything he says, because he knows more 
than almost anyone out there in my opinion. 

Are you still a Junior this year?

Yeah this is my second year in juniors. It’s 
a really important season for me, with the 
Junior Worlds being a big goal. I’d also like 
to be doing top 20, maybe top 15 at the World 
Cups. 

With the Worlds being in Canberra, which is 
a notoriously pedally track, do you think that 
will suit you?

I don’t think it’s going to be a matter of bike 
skills, just training as hard as you can. I’ve 
been training quite well so I’m feeling pretty 
good about it. 

Is there anyone you particularly aim to beat 
or would like to beat?

I’d say the first person you want to beat is 
your team-mate. After that, all the other ju-
niors and guys around my age. After that you 
just want to beat as many as you can. There’s 
maybe a few guys who you think “yeah, I’d 
like to beat him” but pretty much you just 
want to beat everyone. 

You came in ahead of David in New Zealand, 
was that a good feeling?

Yeah, that was a good one but for me it’s re-
ally World Cups that count. There were a lot 
of good riders in that race that it was really 
good to beat: Leov, Blinky (Sam Blenkinsop), 
Nathan Rankin for example. 

Was that course worthy of a World Cup in 
your opinion?

No, not really, because it was hard to make 
time on that track. It’s a good venue for a 
World Cup, Queenstown, but they would 
need to make a different track because it’s 
just turn after turn, jump after jump. It’s so 
much fun to ride, though. 

What were your favorite tracks last year?

Mont Sainte Anne and Fort William were 
my favorites. I like big, wide-open, fast-as-
you-can tracks. Andorra was good to because 
it was just like racing at home (UK). It was 
pretty much just like a UK national track, 
except a little bit faster through the trees. I 
had ridden the track before during the Maxxis 
Cup series, so I was quite familiar with it.

Have you heard much about the track for the 
first World Cup in South Africa this year?

It’s a “lung buster”, so my coach tells me. 
But it’s the first race so everyone will be fresh 
from training. 

What has your own training been like?

I have been back to training for the past two 
weeks, and so far I have done some gym 
work and some road riding. Before New 
Zealand I was working in the gym a lot on 
my sprints, and then in NZ it was just riding 
all the time…BMX, motocross, skate parks, 
dirt jumps, and downhilling with Justin 
(Leov) and Sam (Blenkinsop). A while back 
I did some riding with Nico (Vouilloz) on his 
home track in Monaco and then again at the 
Megavalanche in France. His riding is hard 
to believe; I was trying my hardest and he 
would just stroll right past me. Riding with 
all these guys has been really educational, 
seeing how they work and how different they 
all are.

Last season was very close, do you see this 
season being similar, or even closer?

Yeah, a lot of the younger riders are com-
ing up, like Josh Bryceland for example. It’s 
going to be a very interesting year, what with 
Sam on Specialized, we’ll have to see how 
that goes, and also if Greg will be able to take 
it to him again this year. It would be cool if 
he did, it’s good for racing in general. It’s 
definitely better for the spectators, especially 
with so many people watching on the internet 
now, that it’s not just the same guy winning 
every weekend. I think that the riders who did 
well last year, Greg and Steve for example, 
didn’t feel as much pressure. They probably 
thought that Sam was just going to take it to 
them and smoke everyone, and I think that 
took the pressure off them and freed them up 
to ride their own races. 
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