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Back when we were setting up 
the photo-shoot for the Corsair 
Ducat on loan to us, we put the 

word out for an excellent dirt/street 
rider who was un-sponsored and 
would therefore be able to test the 
bike for us without any sponsorship 
conflicts. Brooklyn Machine Works 
rider Anson Wellington told us to 
look no further than the Bronx’s Da-
vid Holzer. “He’s definitely the best 
un-sponsored rider in the city”, he 
told us, and so a few phone calls lat-
er, photographer David Tufino and I 
met up with David at the Brooklyn 
banks, a popular bmx/skate spot 
located under the Brooklyn Bridge 
on the Manhattan side. 

David rocked up with his bright 
pink spray-painted Black Market 
Mob, skinny jeans, neon, spray-
painted sneakers, long hair and 
headband which, on a guy who at 16 
years old is already 6’3” and has the 
build more of a swimmer than your 
average bmx/skate rat, it was an in-
teresting look to say the least. David 
proceeded to pull seamless manuals, 
wall taps and impossibly flat tables 
as he warmed up for the shoot, and 
I was immediately impressed by 
his smoothness, flow and style, as 
well as his ability to pull out the 
tricks when they were needed. A 
quiet, unassuming kid, David let his 
riding do the talking that day, but I 
knew we had to find out more about 
this relatively unknown local from 
Distilled’s hometown of NYC.

How did you get into riding?

I used to ride a bmx but everyone 
in the neighborhood had mountain-
bikes, so I kind of felt like the odd 
one out. Whenever we would go 
riding I would ride their bikes and 
not mine, and when I finally got my 
own mtb it was probably the crap-
piest setup ever; cracked frame, 
cracked fork with tape around it, 
brakes that didn’t work, ripped tires, 

everything. I was just so happy to 
have a mountainbike though, I rode 
it anyway. I started getting into dirt 
jumping because there were some 
dirt jumps around my block, and I 
just found being in the air more fun 
than being on the ground. I just kept 
pushing myself to get better from 
then on. 

Has living in the city influenced the 
kind of riding you do?

Definitely street riding, because 
that’s basically the only thing there 
is. If I lived in New Jersey or some-
where I wouldn’t be riding anything 
other than dirt jumps, because street 
is really only something I do when I 
can’t get to the dirt jumps. 

Why dirt jumping?

I like being in the air more than be-
ing on the ground. I have fun look-
ing at all the hang time I have left 
before I have to go back down. 

What setup are you running at the 
moment?

Right now I’m riding a Black Mar-
ket Mob, Marzocchi 4X chopped 
down to 2.5 inches,  Intense Mi-
cro Knobby Tires, Azonic Outlaw 
wheels, Deity controls, Profile 
cranks with a 25 tooth sprocket, 
NS Bikes Coaster Pro single speed 
hub with a 10 tooth driver, Odyssey 
plastic pedals, Colony BMX Pivotal 
seat, and Shadow Conspiracy chain. 
I was running a back brake only but 
now I have gone totally brakeless. 
Also, the paint scheme has been 
updated from pink and it’s now 
zebra print! I get bored of paintjobs 
quickly but I think I’m going to 
stick with this one for a while. 

Competition results?

A couple of years ago Highbridge 
park in Manhattan had a dirt jump 
jam at its opening day, and I took 

first in that. The same year I took 
second at the Midland Jam (a 
bmx/mtb skatepark competition) 
in Staten Island. Last year at Dia-
bloween I took second just behind 
George Ryan. 

Is style more important to you than 
pulling tricks or vice versa?

It’s a little bit of both, but mainly 
it’s about style for me. You can have 
as many tricks as you want but if 
you’re going to just throw them and 
have no style it just ruins the whole 
trick in general. I have seen riders 
who can pull more tricks than me 
but their style is really horrible. One 
thing I did before learning a bunch 
of tricks was focus on my style first. 
I started learning tricks maybe two 
years ago but all the other years 
were spent getting my style right. 

You’re pretty tall, is that a help or a 
hindrance?

It can be an advantage and a disad-
vantage. You can hurt your back a 
lot easier, and seeing as my bike is 
really low, I get back problems now 
and then. I try to work out as much 
as possible to prevent injuries and 
also so that when I go riding, the 
bike doesn’t feel as heavy.

Any drawbacks to city riding?

Well the worst was probably when 
I was still riding bmx, and having 
a red frame, it attracted the wrong 
kind of attention one day from the 
neighborhood Bloods. I don’t think 
I have ever pedaled that fast in my 
life!
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I met David at the Brooklyn Banks and he really impressed me, espe-
cially considering his age. He’s a very smooth dirtjumper, he’s good on 
the streets too, and has really good all-round bike control, which is very 
important I think.  He has a lot of potential as a rider in general.

“
“Anson Wellington, pro street rider.

I met David when I first got into downhill. We used to ride some down-
hill trails out in the Bronx and at the time he was riding a little beat-up 
K-Mart bike, but despite that he was riding really well. He’s always been 
a very natural rider, and given the very limited resources we have had up 
until recently in New York, he’s always been able to utilize what we’ve 
got to increase his skill level. I think now he’s in a transition area where 
if he was to be mentored by the right group of people he could eventually 
be one of the top riders out there. At the moment he’s the best ‘under-
ground’ rider in New York, in my opinion, but I think if he was to ride 
with the right group of guys, his skills would really escalate to pro-level. 
He rides with people that are less skilled than him, not through choice, 
but there aren’t really that many guys in the city who are at that level, 
except the likes of Anson. If he rode regularly with guys who could push 
him and give him some pointers, I think his skill level would be phenom-
enal. 

“

“ David Tufino, photographer.
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