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If , like the AMA, the UCI handed out honors for the top privateer each 
season, it’s quite likely that Fabien Pedemanaud would have been on the 
receiving end at least once so far in his career. Travelling the world to 
race downhill as well as doing all his own wrenching and organizing the 

myriad details that go into a successful race season, his hard work was re-
warded last year when he was picked up by the Scott11 team to ride along-
side Switzerland’s Nick Beer. The Frenchman was just off the podium in 
Maribor and clearly has more left in the tank for the upcoming season.

Age? 25

Years riding? 
 
6 years ago I started racing the World Cup series. I used to be an XC rider 
when I was young.

Where are you from? 
 
Gers, a part of south west France. It has great food, it’s quiet...just a nice 
place to live.

What teams did you ride for before coming to Scott11? 
 
It’s my first team. I have always traveled by myself, done my own me-
chanic work and everything.

 How would you describe your riding style? 
 
I try to be aggressive and hit all my lines, but sometimes I am out of 
control.

 Whose style do you admire? 
 
Ivan Oulego, Shaun Palmer.

Do you ride flats or clips, and why?
 
 I ride flats because it’s just easy for me.

What kind of track do you do best on? 
 
My best result was in Maribor, so probably there and also on some tracks 
in the Pyrénées that I ride on.

Tell us about your 6th spot in Maribor this year. 
 
I’m very happy with my result there because in the beginning of the season 
I was not very fast, as I was coming back from two injuries. The Maribor 
track is awesome, I enjoy riding there a lot.

How does the Scott Gambler ride? Does it suit your riding style, and what 
kind of track is it best for? 
 
The Gambler is the best in a variety of situations, from flat-out fast sec-
tions to technical and rock sections, and is also very stable on big jumps.

How do you like your bike set up?
 
Low brake levers, 740mm bar, Odi S/M grip, flat pedals, and lots of com-
pression on the shock.

What’s life like on the Scott11 team?
 
It’s like a family. Claudio (Caluori) is a very good manager and organizes 
everything. We travel around on the big truck and have lots of fun.

Does it help riding with training with Nick and Claudio? 
 
Nick is really fast and has great style, Claudio has lots of experience and 
gives me good advice.

Are you looking foward to more technical tracks this year on the World 
Cup? 
 
Yeah, it’s good for me, I hope to be in the top ten and maybe podium.

Name five riders you think will be hard to beat this season. 

Hill, Minnaar, Gee Atherton, Peat and Blinky.

What training are you doing during the off-season? 

I ride XC, BMX and little motocross. Other than that, chopping wood, 
fishing, building a house and pump track.

What’s life like on the World Cup circuit?
 
We’re always talking about the track, the weather and where the party is 
after the race.

What’s your favorite place to ride?
 
New Zealand and Pyrénées.

If you could design a dream track, what would it look like?
 
Very long, in the forest, natural, “vierge” (translation: “virgin”).

What changes would you make to downhill racing to make it better?

To have more races in the off-season; to start the World Cup series in 
March; when you win the overall World Cup you are crowned the World 
Champion; and the top 20 get covered on the TV for every race.

What round of the World Cup do you expect to do best on this year?
 
Champéry!

What are your goals for 2010?

Top 10 overall, a World Cup podium and to be French Champion.

If I wasn’t a pro downhiller I would probably be......

.....an alcoholic!

Who would you like to thank?

Thanks to Claudio for allowing me live my dream, and my girlfriend for 
supporting me.

See you later on the track!


