
In the mailbox

A
fter getting a shiny new set of Saint brakes from the guys at Shimano USA last year, I was disappointed to learn 
that I was stuck using my old rotors, as Shimano had not yet released the six-bolt version of their drool-inducing 
discs. When the RT76’s made their way into my mailbox a few months ago, I was eager to get them onto the bike 
and get the functional but plain Hayes units out of there. Shimano’s offerings feature a stainless steel outer disc 

mated with an aluminum “spider”, which shaves weight and generally looks pretty amazing. Bedding the rotors in took some 
time, partly due to using pads accustomed to the sllghtly deeper braking surface of the Hayes units. The Shimano braking 
surface is slightly shallower by a quarter of an inch or so, but once up and running they performed perfectly. Installing the 
rotors is also slightly more hassle than a standard, one-piece, stainless steel disc. Along with the 6 mounting bolts there is a 
large “washer” which goes between the bolts and the rotor, as well as three “clips” which run from bolt to bolt, and whose 
edges have to be bent up and over the edges of the bolts. A little more hassle for sure, but for non-centerlock hub users run-
ning Shimano brakes, these are a must-have item. 
 

L
ike shit to a blanket, like white on rice, like bubblegum in hair, Schwalbe’s Dity Dan mud-specific downhill tires 
do one thing exceptionally well, and that is, they “stick”. I got to experience them in a variety of conditions from 
full-on gloop to soft, tacky dirt and the level of grip was simply unbelievable. I have always been a fan of spikes 
and love their ability to let you lean the bike over to seemingly impossible angles, but Schwalbe have done one 

better than Maxxis, Michelin, Hutchinson etc in that they have added two extra rows of spikes to the familiar mud-tire tem-
plate of four rows. Arranged on the outermost edges and pointing out diagonally, these mini-spikes allow the rider to lean the 
bike over at some crazy angles, never having to worry about keeping a foot out. All the knobs in general are nicely siped on 
top, meaning that they hook up better than most on rocks and roots, which is a really nice touch, and the height of the knobs 
seems to be a pretty good compromise for ensuring equal grip over a variety of surfaces. As with any mud tire they take a 
while to get up to speed, and you certainly wouldn’t want to be pedaling to the top of the trail with these on. Also, the extra 
row of knobs adds a bit of weight and in my opinion packs up a little easier than most in claggy, rapidly-drying mud, but 
they clear themselves pretty well once you get up to speed. In summary, if I had to buy just one mud tire for the season, the 
Schwalbe Dirty Dan would be it. 
 

T
his one just arrived in the mail but it’s an item I have been a big fan of since its release. The Formula FX is the 
top of the line offering from SDG, and as well as being the most visually appealing saddle on the market by a long 
way (damn there are some ugly saddles out there!) it’s as light as a feather without feeling like you’re sitting on 
something carrying the Gillette label. I was an I-Beam holdout for a long time, having grown up with traditional 

railed saddles like the Flite Titanium, but like it or not, I-Beams are simple, strong and light. Also, for the people whining 
online that their I-Beam won’t stay in place, you’re not tightening it enough! I have been converted by their simplicity and 
sleek appearance, and the FX is definitely the pinnacle of SDG’s work so far. The saddle has a decent amout of flex built in 
to the design which makes for a comfortable experience, and for downhill the surface material looks resistant enought to 
stand up to crashes and scratchy Troy Lee pyjama bottoms alike. SDG also have a slick new website up, so check them out at 
SDGUSA.com.
 

W
hen a mountainbike journalist starts extolling the virtues of a seat clamp, it’s only natural for your bullshit-om-
eter to sound an alarm. However, to use the analogy of the iPhone, no-one really needs one, but we all want one, 
even the Palm and HTC users who are living in denial. So then, when it comes to LH Thomson, purveyors of a 
very narrow range of products which are arguably the best in the world, “need” goes out the window and is re-

placed by its hotter sister “want”. Thomson sure did take a long time getting this little gem out the door but it was worth the 
wait. Crafted with the same attention to detail as with their stems and seatposts, this seatclamp is a must for anyone already 
running Thomson components and not far off a “must” for the rest of us. Light, strong, looks awesome. Job done.  
 

E
ast Coast riding can be unpredictable at times, so it’s good to come prepared. The North Face make some great 
little items and this “Diablo” jacket (no relation to the bike park of the same name) is a versatile widbreaker that 
is perfect for this time of year. The styling is pretty down to earth and won’t have you looking like you’re mount-
ing an assault on Kilimanjaro, and it seems to have just enough substance to take the sting out of the spring air 

without leaving you sweating like a microwave food bag. Waterproof it is not, but the upside of that is increased breathability 
and comfort. There is a little hood that pops out of the collar should you need it, and enough pockets to stash some food bars 
or allen keys, as well as the now obligatory iPod/IPhone pocket. Also, as North Face stuff goes, very reasonably priced at $99, 
so destroying it in a crash, snagging it on thorns or getting it filthy will hurt just a little bit less.
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