
force of nature
the Chris Kovarik interview

As far as legends of the sport go, Chris Kovarik is right up there with  the greats 
and, much like Peaty, he is still racking up the results and shows no sign of slow-
ing down. He is responsible for probably the greatest World Cup victory of all 
time, a 14 second demolishment of the pro men’s fi eld in a cold and blustery Fort 
William. I remember standing at the fi nish line and hearing the commentator tell 

us that we should be seeing Chris round the last corner in about 15 seconds when he suddenly 
appeared out of nowhere. The crowd went wild, unable to believe what they were seeing but rev-
elling in the fact that they were witnessing history in the making. With the 2010 World Cup being 
held on the most technical group of tracks we have seen in a long time, there has never been a 
better chance for an already in-form Kovarik to put himself back on the podium. Fresh off an 
Australian national championship win and keeping himself sharp throughout the northern hemi-
sphere’s off-season by racing the Aussie national series, the berms of Champery and Schladming 
are in for some serious abuse from this human equivalent of a JCB in just a few months time. 

You’re fresh off a win at the Mt. Major round of the Australian National Series, how competitive 
is it on that race series right now in a country with so many talented riders?

I haven’t raced the national series for a few years so to be back to see some fresh faces is great! 
The likes of Shaun O’Connor and that age crew are ripping and keeping the competition tight, as 
some of the top World Cup guys are absent so it could be tighter if they were there. 

What are the tracks like for the most part?

They are challenging in their own way but so far we’ve had 2 short tracks at around 2 minutes 
long which has kept the fi nals pretty exciting for everyone as the times come within hundreds of 
a second! The tracks themselves have been dry, dusty loose, rocky and has caused some chaos 
amongst some riders being taken to hospital, so you got to keep on your toes.

Does racing during the off-season keep you sharp for the World Cups?

I think it’s been a key point in my career for keeping on my game leading into the World Cup 
seasons. We’re lucky here in Australia; we can race/ride/train on the DH bike all year around 
while where most of the WC races are in Europe, it either snows or it’s too cold and wet to ride. 
So it does help being on the bike in the off season, it keeps that competitive edge in you.
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Can you tell us a little about your recent Australian Na-
tional Champs win?

I had qualified 2nd the day before just a second behind 
Sam who was in first. I was sure I could go a couple 
seconds faster if I could have a pinned run in the finals. 
Come race day I nailed the top section but there were 
a few corners where I hesitated and I could have been 
faster in the last 20 seconds of the track. So when I came 
across I had just nudged Shaun O’Connor out of the lead 
by a second and I was a little surprised. Last man down 
was Sam and the times were really close but as he came 
down the chute to the finish corner it looked like he 
would take the win but he wiped in the gravel with 5 me-
ters to the finish, jumped back on and scrambled across 
the line to 5th place and handed the win to me. 
It’s not how I would have liked to win the national cham-
pionship but I was really lucky that day!
 
What’s life like on the CRC/Intense team?

 It’s just like family. I have my team manager Nigel Page 
who used to be my team mate back in the Intense fac-
tory days in 02/03. My wife Claire Buchar who races the 
women’s DH on the circuit and makes life a lot easier 
being together on the same team. The CRC guys them-
selves are riders/racers so they really understand racing, 
how a team works and listen to what we need, they are 
the friendliest people and are the biggest fans of racing. 
Everybody gets along and there’s no shortage of a joke or 
a laugh so it’s great. 

What have been your impressions of the 951 versus the 
M6?

I would marry both if I was single! It’s like having 2 
wives, a wife that is good in the kitchen and the other 
wife who mows the lawn, they are both awesome to have 
but have small differences.
 
Are there any prototypes in the works for this season?

 The 951, as sexy as it is, will be having its linkage 
revised a little but as we speak I’m just waiting for my 
custom M6 to arrive from Intense. The geometry has 
been changed a little to suit my riding style and travel is 
9inches and adjustable but that’s as much as I know at the 
moment until it arrives.

How have the Dorados performed for you?

 Really well and I’ve always liked the look of the upside 
down design of the fork. I think it makes the look of 
the bike a little moto. I haven’t had any major problems 
with them so far so I can’t complain as I do have a team 
mechanic that works on them. They have been working 
consistent for me and just require the usual clean and 

grease.

How do you like your bike to be set up?

Slack head angle, one finger brake, 750mm bars, suspen-
sion on the slower side and a little compression down 
low, usually bigger tyre on the front. I like it as quiet as it 
can be so a little rubber or foam on the chain stays to stop 
chain slap noise.
 
What’s the one bike product you could not live without?

 Tyre pressure gauge.

Do you think the World Cup tracks this season being gen-
erally steeper, gnarlier and less pedally will suit you?

 Definitely, but then you have to deal with rain and slid-
ing through the tape forever!

What was your favorite experience (racing or otherwise) 
last season?

 Off the top of my head I would say the World Champi-
onships in Canberra. It wasn’t the best result of mine that 
year but the crowd and atmosphere were awesome, it was 
good to give a little back to the fans and friends and fam-
ily that don’t usually get to see what we do when we’re 
away racing.

You’ve been on the circuit for a long time now, what’s 
your favorite memory of World Cup racing over the 
years?

 Being at the top of the sport and on the podium was the 
best time and best memories, things were a little easier, 
but at the moment things are turning around and I want to 
make more of those good times and memories.

Where do you think your best result will come this year?

 I dont focus on one result. Every time I get on the bike 
I plan to get the best result I can, that’s never changed. 
With the input we’ve had on the new M6 and team plan-
ning I’d like to be in the top 5 this season ahead.

Are you optimistic about the Worlds seeing as it’s at 
MSA this year?

 I just take it one step at a time. It’s been a favourite 
track of mine over the years and I have won there a few 
times in the past but this year will be no different, just the 
added pressure of the Worlds but it depends how you can 
use that in a positive way.

What’s it like training and racing with Claire?
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We both help each other with certain things but mainly she keeps me focused. She is 
really dedicated to her racing, eating healthy, training and she has good work ethic so 
that is a big help and I like that. I help her with her riding and style in training but at the 
races she knows exactly what to do and goes about her own ways, we have a job to do 
so we treat it like that. 

What’s the best riding spot (race or otherwise) you’ve ever been to?

 Whistler.

What’s the toughest race you’ve ever competed in?

 Last year the team competed in the Mega Avalanche at Alpe d’Huez, France. It was 
a week of events. I qualifi ed and raced the Mega Avalanche and would say that’s the 
craziest and toughest race. It’s like 200 guys or more off the start, to a bottle neck into a 
steep rocky ski face then you have to try and ride across the snow and ice for 10 min-
utes with people fl ying off the sides of cliffs left, right and center. I fl ew off an ice cliff, 
got back on and rode for 20 mins fl atout. I felt like an asthmatic so I pulled out, very 
tough. 

How does Australia produce so many great riders?

 We’ve had some top guys make it in the past so we’ve looked and aspired to them. 
Then there’s the fact we can ride and race all year around and actually compete against 
us top guys that race the WC circuit and have big sponsors, so the younger generation 
can compare times, skills etc to get an idea of where they stand next to the WC riders.

Who is the next big talent to come out of Australia in your opinion?

 As far as I’ve seen the likes of young Troy Brosnon, Shaun O’Connor, Rhys Willemse, 
Darcy and Tamrin from the Goldy, these guys have a lot going for them if they can keep 
focused.

You guys have some pretty scary wildlife, have you had any close encounters?

 Crikey do we ever!. . . . .I’ve run over a few snakes in the past, always riding through 
spider webs, but it’s mainly kangaroos you’re dodging where I live.

What’s the biggest improvement you would make to downhill racing as it is today?

 We need to have more use of the mountain that the tracks are made on because I think 
most of the tracks aren’t fast enough, wide enough, don’t have big enough jumps and 
usually are the same every year. We need more freedom to express downhilling, which 
in turn will be better for spectators, sponsors, and the viewer.

Probably the most over-asked question of all time for you, but how did you pull off 
your Fort William win by that huge margin?

 I hit every section at 100 per cent, it doesn’t happen too often in this sport.

What does downhill need to make it hit the big time?

 I would have it televised more often and co-ordinated so the riders and the sport get 
more respect.

Thanks to Chain Reaction Cycles who help me on many different 
things apart from racing, Intense Cycles USA, UNIT, Fiveten shoes, 
Electric eyeware.


