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Cesar Rojo, cleared for 
takeoff with those super-wide 
bars.
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Minnaar’s third here was a 
real accomplishment after 
an awkward accident in the 
qualifier.

T
here is a section of the Maribor downhill track that always 
gives me a little bit of déjà vu every time I see it. It’s a sec-
tion near the bottom where the track seems to have eroded 
down, leaving a series of banked corners, almost like a 
bobsled run. In one of the Earthed movies, Fabien Barel 
absolutely destroys the Les Gets bike park in one of the 

most amazing displays of riding I have ever seen, and without doubt the 
best video section in any mtb movie. At one point, Fabien flies down a 
very similar piece of track to the one in Maribor; a tight, sinuous trail that 
has eroded through riding and rain. Fabien’s speed through that section 
of track amazed me and, on seeing him rip down the Maribor track in 
practice in qualifying via the magic of MTBcut, I was thinking he was 
due for maybe a podium and definitely a top ten. On the day, even though 
Fabien came down early with all the top guys still to come, his precision, 
speed and smoothness on the lower part of the track convinced me that 
he was onto something bigger than a podium spot. Peaty’s rear flat and 
Gee’s headfirst dive into a tree no doubt helped Fabien’s plight, but in 
truth I think he would have won anyway. A largely healed body, a proto-
type Mondraker and an always positive attitude took the two-time World 
Champion back to the top step that he has been absent from for what 
seems so long through injury and bad turns of luck. As if the World Cup 
wasn’t tight enough this year already.

The title of this article was meant to represent the four contributors we 
managed to beg and harass into helping us out. At the last minute, Scott 
11 team manager and Swiss downhill legend Claudio Caluori sent us his 
take on Maribor. Claudio has killed men for lesser insults than being ex-
cluded from a magazine article, so we weren’t about to let a rhyming title 
put our lives in danger unnecessarily. So here it is, Maribor in 5.



mariibor

Ratboy Bryceland kicks up some eastern european roost while 
above, Gee limbers up to face off against Lopesy and Hans 
Rey in the World Bunnyhop Championships; 14 Slovenians 
and counting. 
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Maribor followed the general pattern of the year: rain in practice, dry in the race. 
The lift had to be shut and qualifying had to be postponed because of lightning 
on Saturday. Practice, qualifying and the final were all squeezed into Sunday, 
with an early start at 7 in the morning, which was a challenge for riders,staff and 
mechanics. Especially for those mechanics who went partying with the 4X boys 
on Saturday night.

Sam Hill must have been barely awake when he came flying into the rock sec-
tion, crashing so hard that he could hardly ride anymore. He postponed the 
hospital visit until after the race, and still managed to finish second! Nick Beer, 
who just doesn’t feel too great on the mountain in Maribor, still managed to go 
for another top 20. I’m happy that he can be so consistent even if he doesn’t feel 
comfortable on a particular track.
 
Fabien Pedemanaud finally found his speed again after his injury in the beginning 
of the season, and after all the pressure that he put on himself. I was very happy 
to see that his hard work paid off and he’s back in the top ten with a sixth place!
Emilie Siegenthaler managed to enter a bit deeper into the top ten as well. She 
had many 10th places already, but for the first time, she was 7th.

Claudio Caluori, Scott 11 Team
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With 145mm of travel, a Shimano SLX/XT drive train, 
Fox FR32 fork and the new Cobra R telescoping 

seatpost, there’s not much the Teocali Super 
can’t handle. Whether you’re scaling the climbs 
or ripping the descents, the only thing you 
sacrifi ce is reluctance. Check out the 2009 
Teocali Super and other bikes featuring 

Technology at

IR IN

Teocali Super $2999

Finland’s Toni Berg through the rock 
garden.



The most coveted number on the World Cup circuit. Barel was 
devastated to learn that his win here would mean he would 
have to sport the considerably less exciting #22 plate in Fort 
William. Success is a dounle-edged sword.

The track in Maribor has hosted the World Cup circus for the past 2 years and as predicted, it returned to the sched-
ule again this year. However nobody predicted the events that would pan out over the weekend this year.

We all heard the news that Australian Nathan Rennie has packed up and was on a plane home by the time we got to 
Slovenia. He now wants to stay at home and put in some training for a big push on the World Championships later 
in the year.

Also Canadian pinner Andrew “testy boy” Mitchell was signed up to race his first World Cup of this season on his 
custom 2010 painted Davinci after struggling with an injury at the start if the season.

A rescheduled qualifying round saw Gee put in the fastest time and a bold statement that he wants to get his World 
Cup form back up to speed in time to compete for the overall. Due to the heavy rain and, more importantly, thunder 
and lightning on Saturday, the race would now follow immediately after the qualifying round on Sunday morning.

There definitely appeared to be a lot of risks being taken with many of the top riders taking a spill or two, most 
noticably, last man down, Gee Atherton who had a crash in the top section but still held a good time before he lost it 
again in the last wooded section.

As with this track 2 years ago, Steve Peat was on a fast run but punctured around half way down knocking him back 
in the results and costing him the leaders jersey.Champ of the day was Frenchman Fabien Barel, returning from an 
injury sustained at the South African national race just before the first World Cup, he set down a super fast time and 
sat in the hot seat nervously right up until Gee’s crash.

Looking at the split times, it was Fabien’s bottom section that seemed to seal the deal for him with nobody coming 
close to matching his lightning fast time through the woods.

1st- Fabien Barel
2nd- Sam Hill
3rd- Greg Minnaar
4th- Justin Leov
5th- Brendan Fairclough

Gee finished in 12th and Steve was back in 38th spot.

alastair beckett, just reid racing
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You got a great result in 10th, but others weren’t so lucky. We saw Minnaar injured in practice, 
Peaty flatting, Gee crashing in the final...was the track hard on body and bike alike? 

From the outside my 10th looked like a good result but after my quali coming in 4th and my 
split after the rock garden I was quite disappointed really, but that is how racing goes. I don’t 
think the track was any more difficult than others. The rain on Saturday did make it quite 
tricky and sunday morning was very slippery. I think with Peaty and Minnaar, those things 
happen and Gee was just pushing really hard for the win. 

Are the top guys like yourself really having to ride on the ragged edge to get on the podium 
this year, and is that why we’re seeing some spectacular crashes? 

Yes for sure, it seems this year on some tracks we are having to ride on the edge just  to be in 
the Top 10, let alone the podium. 

Is the Trek suited to a course like Maribor? 

Definitely, Maribor is very fast  in the woods and you have to make quick direction changes. 
The lightness of my Trek helps  a lot with this. 

How did you set up the bike to deal with the specific challenges of Maribor?  

Together with Justin from Fox, I tried to soften up the beginning stroke of my suspension to 
deal with the roots. I wanted the bike to track in the turns. 
 
What’s the biggest difference over the ‘Goose of last year?  

They are just 2 very different bikes with different advantages really. I felt comfortable straight 
away on my Trek and love the way the suspension works and they way it handles.  

What was  the atmosphere like there? 

Maribor has pretty good atmosphere. The weather is normally really good and the crowds are 
great, the  women are not too bad either. 

If you could make one improvement to Maribor or perhaps just tracks in general, what would 
it be?  

I think the biggest improvement could be to make changes to these existing tracks we go to, 
even if they just tape a couple new sections. Its a bit lame to go to a track each year and they 
have not tried to add something new.  Maribor actually did this so it was refreshing to see. 

On the remaining tracks this year, where do you expect to get your best result(s)? 

I am looking forward to all of them really but have some serious focus on the Worlds in Can-
berra. 
 
 

Andrew Neethling, Trek

Solid/A-Class’s Pierre Charles Georges
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We saw a lot of mishaps during the weekend. We saw Minnaar injured in practice, Peaty flatting, Gee crashing in 
the final...was the track hard on body and bike alike?
 
I think the weekend at Maribor was a tough one, because all the preparation and lead up to that race, course 
inspection, tyre choice, etc, was all for a dry course. The first day of practice was really good, some of the most 
fun ever, all the big hard lines were going down... so when the rain came it was a bit of a shock to the system 
in a way, because it did rain a lot. Let’s be fair it is not often you see Minnaar go to flat pedals, so he must have 
thought it was pretty bad. I think Gee must have been pushing so hard on the course, the last time I saw a top 
five rider fall in finals was Sam Hill at Worlds, just because he was pushing so hard, so I think Gee was doing the 
same!

Are the top guys like yourself really having to ride on the ragged edge to get on the podium this year, and is that 
why we’re seeing some spectacular crashes?
 
From my own experiences this year, I think racing is getting a lot closer, and there are is a lot of talent show-
ing from even younger riders than me, so I feel this year that finals are an all or nothing run, and I suppose when 
some people do that it could get messy. I for one this year have been suprised at the amount of seconds I am going 
faster in final runs than in qualifying, so I think it is getting a lot looser, and people feel they need to go faster, but 
to go faster you need to keep the rubber side down.

Is the Lapierre suited to a course like Maribor?
 
I think my bike is suited to a fast track like Maribor, I mean Friday when the track was dry, I was riding so well 
on my bike. I think in the third run I was going pretty much as fast as I could. The bike is better for a course like 
Maribor than it is for somewhere like South Africa because of the big hits, the Lapierre just takes that stuff all day 
long. The rear shock, Fox RC4, is unbelievable on a big track like that, you can just ride off the back of the bike.

How did you set up the bike to deal with the specific challenges of Maribor?
 
I changed the spring on my bike because I was using full travel a bit to often, but other than to be honest I didn’t 
change the bike very much. I never really change it very often, the last time I changed it was Andorra. 

What was the atmosphere like there?
 
To be honest the atmosphere wasn’t the best, well not a scratch on Fort William or South Africa. I think party was 
because the weather wasn’t too brilliant, however it got pretty messy at the after party in the Mexican bar, some 
serious moves were getting dealt out! 

If you could make one improvement to Maribor or perhaps just tracks in general, what would it be?
 
The track there is a brilliant track, such a flat out track. One thing I would add is some big jumps, because there 
were no really good man made jumps like most of the world cups have. I know you have to have a change, but in 
Maribor you have some pretty big jumps on the 4x track, they could try and link them into the track... just a sug-
gestion :D 

On the remaining tracks this year, where do you expect to get your best result(s)?
 
Looking at the final results last year from this point in the season, MSA is looking like it will be the best race for 
me and I think that too. I can’t wait to get there and ride it, hopefully get a top 20, I love that style of track. How-
ever I am hoping for a better result at Schladming, because last year I felt so confident in practice and didn’t do to 
well, but this year I am going to try and change it round.
 

danny hart, saab-solomon/lapierre
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Joost Wichman keeping it safe in the full-body rubber suit, and 
wondering why Distilledmag never covers fourcross.



We saw a lot of mishaps during the weekend. We saw Minnaar injured  in practice, Peaty flatting, Gee crashing in the 
final...was the track hard on body and bike alike? 

Well, it’s not really a difficult track, but because of this, you’re pushing a bit harder in all places. There aren’t really 
any places to rest like some other tracks, and once it got wet, you really needed to think about where you put your 
wheels, especially in the rock garden. The track is fairly easy on bikes really, but when it goes wrong in places like the 
rock garden, that’s when some riders start to see damage occuring to wheels and chain guides etc. 

Are the top guys like yourself really having to ride on the ragged edge to get on the podium this year, and is that why 
we’re seeing some spectacular crashes?

The sport is growing and there seems to be more and more people getting into it. The level of the top 30 has therefore 
risen significantly so everyone has to push a bit harder every year. I guess this reflects on the top 5 guys also as they 
have more competition fighting for a chance to reach that top 5 spot. 

 Is the Iron Horse suited to a course like Maribor?

Yes! Its suited to any track that has rough and technical parts, the Sunday frame corners like a “dream boat”!

How did you set up the bike to deal with the specific challenges of Maribor?

I pretty much set my bike up at the start of the season so suit my riding and don’t really change it again all season. I 
added 2 psi more both front and rear tyres simply to help get through the rock garden in one piece. 

What was the atmosphere like there?

Its mega! It’s always good there because its so close to a big city and there is a great crowd who really seem to get into 
it. Plus the girls there are “chillilicious”! (ed. note: I have no idea what that means)

 If you could make one improvement to Maribor or perhaps just tracks in general, what would it be?

There seem to be more and more venues that in my mind, that dont deserve to host a World Cup. The tracks have been 
a bit too flat and not technical enough recently and I would like to see the races held on tracks with a bit more gradient 
and some gnarly sections in that make it fun for both the riders and spectators.

On the remaining tracks this year, where do you expect to get your best result(s)?

I have had my best result to date in Schladming and I am feeling really good on my bike this year. I am definitely hop-
ing to get a personal best there this year.

ben reid, just reid racing
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Main picture: Dan Atherton takes in the scenery on 
the fourcross uplift. Bottom left: Marc Beaumont’s 
GT gets some TLC. Bottom right: Barel on top 
again: about time.


