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I
t all started out with a 21-hour drive in a Ford F-250 
loaded with eight bikes in the back to Angel Fire, 
New Mexico, for the Chile Challenge of the Mountain 

States Cup. I only slept three hours and drove graveyard, 
1-4 a.m. the night before. I ran up the stairs of our condo 
to catch some sleep. Halfway up, I was out of breath 
– the air is thin out there. Angel Fire is in the upper por-
tion of New Mexico at a base elevation of about 8,600 
feet. 

Later on that Wednesday afternoon, my friends and I 
walked the track. Since I was shooting the event, I knew 
I would be walking up the hill at least once a day. My 
friends continued up the track, while I opted to head back 
down to sleep. My friends said the track was almost the 
same as last year’s track – the top portion was rocky with 
a few turns, then the course leads down to the “new” 
section which is a flat rocky straightaway surrounded by 
trees. The bottom of the track features a few jumps and 
drops and plenty of wide open high speed sections in 
between. 

After a great night’s sleep, Thursday brought dark skies 
and patches of light rain throughout the day. A few riders 
got an early start and hit the track even though official 
practice didn’t start until mid-day Friday. We checked 
out the mountain cross course and discovered the track 
had been worked on since last year. The new section fea-
tured a very soft first corner with almost no berm. It was 
followed by a left hand hip into a 20 foot high dirt quar-
ter pipe-like turn. It would make for some great racing. 

Friday was when Angel Fire really lit up. The weather 
was still a bit sketchy but it hadn’t rained very hard. I 
headed down to the first rock garden to find it the same 
as last year – maybe a bit more rocky. Being one of the 
first races this year and with people fresh on their bikes, 
the riding was sketchy. Practice was much shorter than 
last year, with only 2.5 hours on that Friday.  Before I 
knew it, practice was over and the rain looked like it was 
getting closer every minute. By the time mountain cross 
practice came around, the clouds above us burst. 

This page: the track went from dry 
and dusty to slick and treacherous 
when the weather stopped cooperat-
ing. Right: style for miles and second 
place on the day, Yeti’s Chris Boice.
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Romo makes a Boot’R call in Chatel, France  

Boot’R Team $3999

In revamping our flagship downhill bike, we consulted 
with a few respected riders in the process. We 
developed the bike with input from downhill legend 
Eric Carter to tune the ride, and built it to stand up 
to a pounding by Steve Romaniuk to ensure it would 
last. Then we priced it smarter than those two guys 
put together. Check out the 2009 Boot’R and other 
Mongoose bikes featuring  technology 

at

If you’re into sunflowers go see some 
Van Gogh. If bikes going downhill is 
your thing, it doesn’t get any better 
than this: a little piece of art from 
Wes Pracht. Distilled Magazine



Practice was dark again with rain clouds looming in the 
distance on Saturday. It seemed a repeat of Friday with 
light rain falling during the downhill, then finally rain-
ing when mountain cross rolled around.  The one thing 
that did change was the talent on the track. Many riders 
had finally gotten familiar with the track and were rid-
ing much faster and with more confidence. 

Sunday, Sunday, Sunday. Race day, but not here at the 
Chile Challenge. The racing would happen on Monday, 
Memorial Day. It had poured rain Saturday night and 
a bit on Sunday morning. The rain left the track wet, 
slippery and very sketchy. Many riders were riding 
like they had never been on the track before. Although 
the top of the track was a mess, the bottom high speed 
sections were mostly dry. With downhill racing being 
on Monday, mountain cross was being held on Sunday. 
By the time mountain cross rolled 
around, it was the first day it hadn’t 
rained in the afternoon, leaving the 
track nice and dry, maybe a little 
too dry in that first corner! With 
only pros racing, the heats went 
fast, and before you knew it, racing 
was over. Mitch Ropelato took the 
pro men class while Leana Gerrard 
took the win for the pro women. 

Monday was finally downhill race 
day, with the course in prime condi-
tion and clouds only in the far dis-
tance. It looked like we were going 
to finally get a good day of weather. 
Pros got exclusive practice for an 
hour in the morning. With such a 
long and demanding track, many 
riders opted to not even practice, 
they would use their qualifying run 
as a feeler, then go all out on their 
final run. The pros qualified later 
in the morning under bright blue 
skies, many riders had long qualify-
ing times because of mechanicals, 
flats and some just taking a break 
from the burly track. After hours 
of the amateurs racing all morning 
and into the afternoon, the weather 

took a turn for the worse, with loads of rain, hail and 
lightning shutting down the chairlift for a while and 
wetting the track. The skies were still ominous when 
the pro men went out of the gate around 4 p.m., but 
the rain held off during finals. The racing was exciting 
with many riders knocking the previous rider off the 
hot seat. The day ended with Chris Heath in the hot seat 
taking the win almost 4 seconds ahead of Chris Boice. 
Overall, a great race, with the usual weather of Angel 
Fire’s Chile Challenge. At least it didn’t snow this year. 
With so many racers all racing on Monday, we didn’t 
get out of town till a bit after 7:30PM. We headed out of 
town with a long drive through a few states, back to the 
sunny beach of southern California 17 hours later. 

Westerners Yeti always have a strong 
presence at Mountain States Cup 
races. Right: Winner Chris Heath. Distilled Magazine



Mountaincr0ss

The mountaincross was a spec-
tacular and, at times, messy event 
with thick dust piled up and some 
challenging and innoative track 
design. A nice change from some 
of the downhill bmx courses we’ve 
gotten used to.
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