
Beer, Anyone?
I first became aware of Nick Beer from 
his race results in the iXS Cup, a fairly 
large and prestigious European race 
series. Every time I received the race 
reports from their media department it 
seemed the same guy was always on top, 
a largely unheard-of Swiss rider on a Yeti 
303. After completely dominating the 
iXS Cup in 2008 and being picked up by 
the factory Scott 11 team to ride along-
side the hugely talented Fabien Pede-
manaud of France among others, and un-
der the experienced eye of team manager 
Claudio Caluori, I was interested to see 
what kind of impact Nick would make on 
the World Cup circuit in 2009. Solid top 
twenty results on courses as different as 
Pietermaritzburg and La Bresse preceded 
an amazing 5th in qualifying at Andorra 
followed by a 6th in the final, just miss-
ing the podium but clearly stamping his 
name into the minds of downhill fans. As 
I sit writing this, Nick has just posted 9th 
in the qualifying round at Mont Sainte 
Anne, ahead of some pretty big names. 
I think it’s safe to assume that we’ll see 
some pretty big things from him in the 
future. Scott 11 team manager Claudio 
Caluori hasd this to say: “Nick surprises 
me every day with his focus and his 
coolness. Whatever happens during the 
day, Nick keeps going in his own direc-
tion. He knows what he wants and he 
does it. He doesn’t need a fixed training 
schedule, because he’s so confident that 
everything he does is just the right thing 
for him. It is very impressive how Nick 
performs right when it counts. When 
other people start to get nervous, Nick 
gets cool. When the clock is ticking, 
his performance goes to the max.” We 
caught up with Nick between practice 
runs at Mont Sainte Anne to get a few 
words on his amazing year.

Can you tell us a little about your riding 
background?

I started riding downhill in 2001. Before, 
I was riding just cross country but that 
sucked! My brother and I decided to 
change to downhill bikes. I had a big 
accident in 2004 and broke my hip. So I 
stopped racing for 2 Years. In 07 I came 
back just for riding, not really to be fast. 
In 08 it was going much better; my feel-
ing on the bike was finally back. Now 
2009 is my most succesfull year so far. 

This year you really seem to have ex-
ploded onto the World Cup scene, with 
some great results like a 6th in Vallnord. 
Where did this sudden increase in perfor-
mance come from?

I don’t really know that. I’m just having 
fun on my bike and its getting better 
every year.

Before this year most people had heard 
of you from your iXS Cup results, can 
you tell us a little about that?

The iXS European Cup is the biggest 
series in Europe. There are always good 
tracks in different countries. A lot of 
good riders attend these races.

What is the downhill scene like in your 
native Switzerland?

It’s not really big, but it is coming along. 
A lot of young guys just started with 
downhill so it should produce some tal-
ent in the years to come.

What are your strengths…what courses 
do you excel on?

I think do well in technical sections with 
roots and rocks with a lot of corners. An-
dorra is a track with all of these things.

How is the Scott bike for World Cup 
racing?

The Scott Gambler is an awesome bike. 
Its one of the stiffest, and I like the ge-
ometry. It’s a very fast DH bike!

How do you set up your bike?

I like to have the head angle slack, wide 
handlebars, and a long wheel base.

What’s life like on the Scott team? 

The Scott 11 Team is great. We are all 
friends and the atmosphere is cool. I’ve 
never had such good support before.

On which track do you expect your next 
big result to come this year?

I hope I’m gonna do the top 10 in Bro-
mont and Schladming. It’s a big goal of 
mine to do well on these two tracks.

Can you tell us a little about your Euro 
champs win?

I was really surprised to finish about 5 
seconds in front because I crashed in the 
seeding run and I didn’t know how fast I 
was. I just tried to do my best, that’s it.

Can you tell us a little about your Swiss 
champs win?

The Swiss Champs was hard work. My 
winning time was over 6 minutes. I just 
opened the brakes and won with 13 sec-
onds to spare.

This year has been extremely close, with 
a lot of crashes as riders push it to the 
limit. Are the top guys like yourself hav-
ing to ride on the edge just to get a good 
result this year?

No I don’t think so. One of my goals this 
season is to finish every WC without a 
crash. It’s true it is extremely close this 
year, though. You really have to fight for 
every second.

What other riders do you admire and 
why?

There is not really just one rider. I like 
all of the fastest guys and their different 
styles.

Favorite course on the World Cup cir-
cuit?

Andorra, definitely.

Thanks to Nick, Claudio and the Scott 11 
team for their help with his article.

Opposite page: Nick leads New Zealand 
junior rider Aari Barrett down the rocks 
of Fort William.



Beer, Anyone?
I don’t know what we were thinking 
with this background but, carrying a 
camera around with you in NYC, you 
come home with some pretty crazy shit.  
It is what ‘beer’ usually leads to, after 
all. Nick climbing up the standings, 
number 12, Maribor.


