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The Second Round of the UCI Mountainbike World Cup: La Bresse, France

Some shiny gold stanchions helped Gee into 5th place, as 3rd-
placed Englishman behind Peaty and a flying Brendan. Photos: Vincent Rocher, Xavier Danelon, Guillaume Bossu.xd



“Don’t judge a course by its head-cam” should be the 
slogan for La Bresse 2009. What looked like a dull track 
on a grassy, French molehill turned out to be the most 
thrilling race in ages. The track, though short, had a little 
bit of everything. Gnarly, rocky, technical sections for 
your Sams and Brendans, grassy pedally bits to keep the 
clipped-in powerhouses happy, and a few crowd-pleas-
ing man-made jumps thrown in. Add to this the drama of 
uncertain weather conditions for the final, an enormous 
and enthusiastic French crowd and the total domination 
of everyone’s favorite rider, Steve Peat, and you had the 
ingredients for a truly special event. 
 
The course was a bit like a British (or should I say 
“English” as the courses of Scotland and Wales are pretty 
extreme) national race on steroids, as it was intermit-
tently wet and then dry, pedally in parts and technical in 
parts, although not technical in the way that we think of 
Schladming, or the beast that is Champery. Described 
by MTBCut’s Stu Thompson as an “old-skool” course, 
it was natural, then, that an old-skool rider should take 
the victory. Peaty cut his teeth racing courses like this, 
and on a short track with extremely close times and no 
margin for error (such as Peaty’s last WC win in Will-
ingen) his experience and racing knowledge were what 
ultimately carried him to the win. Technical masters Sam 
Hill and Brendan Fairclough were not slowed by the 
flattish top part of the course, their technical skills and 
unique line choice in the middle section (both taking the 
middle route as opposed to the right hand line 90 percent 
of the field took or the left-hand line favored by only a 
few) helping them shave a second or two, but what is 
most important to note is that 1) they are riding just fine 
on their Demos, which many thought would not be suit-
able for racing; 2) they can actually pedal this year which 
is a bit of a revelation; and 3) we have yet to get into the 
truly tech courses for this year. I think we will see some 
fireworks from these two later in the season. 
  
Mick Hannah is currently sitting in second in the World 
Cup overall standings. Think about that for a minute. 
We’re not going to bang on about the usual “year out”, 
or “potato harvester” junk that everyone else is harping 
on (check out our interview with Mick from way back if 
old news is what you’re after). We expected him to pedal 
his way to the podium in South Africa, that was a given. 
But La Bresse, with such a mix of tech and pedaling, in 
theory should not have seen Mick sliding into 3rd, with 
the rain in his face, no less. What’s more, Andorra is just 

around the corner and it’s also not super-tech, nor is it 
one of the steeper courses. I would be surprised if Mick 
is not on the podium again at round 3, and what’s more, 
as he told us, he is only beginning to build momentum 
after being off the bike for so long. The early rounds of 
the WC were not even a priority for him going into the 
season, as he felt he would only peak around the end of 
the season, in other words, the World Champs in Canber-
ra, a course where he even out-pedaled the bionic Olym-
pian Jared Graves.  Mick is not only looking good for the 
stripes but also for the WC overall. 
  
Other notable performances... well, there’s Kyle Strait in 
11th place for a start. Highest-placed American with only 
a little bit of help from the rain (Kovarik being caught 
out by a wet rock soon after and several others visibly 
slowed by the mini-downpour), but still an amazing per-
formance from someone not primarily known as a racer. 
Steve Smith is also getting back to his pre-injury speed, 
and in the completely out-of-the-blue category we have 
France’s Aurelien Giordanengo, fresh off an Avalanche 
Cup victory on a strange 4X-meets-DH course push-
ing Sam Hill into second, and replicating his 16th place 
in Pietermaritzburg with another 16th place finish here.  
Fastest Junior went to the awesome Danny Hart in 35th, 
another one who has been hitting the turbo trainer to aug-
ment already incredible technical skills on the LaPierre. 
Huge disappointment for Kovarik and Rennie, two of the 
biggest hitters on the circuit, both going down in the final 
but sure to bounce back at the tougher courses like the 
Fort, MSA and Schladming yet to come this year. 
  

Peaty leads Minnaar down the hill in 
training, just like he is leading him in the 
WC overall. Seemingly overshadowed by 
the South African’s success since Greg 
joined the Syndicate, Peaty well and truly 
re-established his dominance here in La 
Bresse. Bottom right: Needles is flying this 
year. 8th for the Trek rider.
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Romo makes a Boot’R call in Chatel, France  

Boot’R Team $3999

In revamping our flagship downhill bike, we consulted 
with a few respected riders in the process. We 
developed the bike with input from downhill legend 
Eric Carter to tune the ride, and built it to stand up 
to a pounding by Steve Romaniuk to ensure it would 
last. Then we priced it smarter than those two guys 
put together. Check out the 2009 Boot’R and other 
Mongoose bikes featuring  technology 

at
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Sam and Brendan, two of the most technically gifted riders on the circuit, took a 
line no-one else chose in the final and slotted into 2nd and 4th respectively.
Below: Filip Polc, one of the great all-rounders of modern mountainbiking, took 
the Evil into 30th on the day.



Checking out the layout of the downhill track for the first time, it was short, but technical, so 
I knew come Sunday the riders would probably put on an amazing show. Walking down the 
edge of the course, I could hear the riders discuss the various sections, and the best lines to 
take. It was cool to get up close, watch them in action and even speak with them, definitely a 
great memory for my first World Cup. For the finals on Sunday I decided to be at the finish to 
see the riders after their runs, as I think is it the best place to capture their emotions on film. 
When it got down to the top 10, the crowd were getting more and more excited. Rider after 
rider took the hot seat, but Peaty was simply the better rider on the day, taking his 16th World 
Cup by 1.27 seconds on Sam Hill. The crowd was delirious and all ran to the finish to see 
Peaty. The rain that had threatened the riders all day finally stopped holding back and pissed 
down on as they took to the podium, a fitting end to a dramatic day. 

“

“Aurelien knecht : photographer
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Why was La Bresse a fantastic race for me? 
  
Well, it isn’t my first World Cup, I have seen two in France, L’Alpe d’Huez and Les Deux 
Alpes, and one in Italy at Pila. This year, it is a resurrection for the World Cup in France, 
and the La Bresse event management team had a big challenge to provide the downhill 
racers with a really interesting track. They made a good choice with Mr Derbier, and he 
transformed the mountain of La Bresse into a beautiful track: the first section with some 
pedalling and jumps, and after this, different sections with rocks, big slopes, technical sec-
tions... a complete track just in 1.3km but 300m of vertical drop! One thing that was very 
interesting on this track was the sheer amount of different lines on offer to the riders.We 
also got lucky with the weather, which could have been disastrous but thankfully the rain 
held off. Peaty won of course…a good sign for the World Championships this year? 

“

“xavier danelon : photographer
www.freeriders26.free.fr
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Performing at the highest level for who 
knows how many years, David Vasquez is 
still going strong.



As a Belgian photographer I knew of La Bresse before this race only in 
winter time. “Les Vosges” are the nearest mountains; there are none in 
Belgium so if you want to ride your snowboard or ski it’s a cool desti-
nation. 

So Saturday morning, when some friends and I started our travel to 
this World Cup round, we were all wondering what La Bresse would 
be like without snow. 4 hours later we were in the center of this small 
French town, phoning some Belgian riders to find the car they were 
camping in in the overfilled streets of La Bresse. Camping in cars, vans, 
tents... it was amazing to see all these people who had mounted their 
tents on sidewalk. After meeting the two Belgian riders at the end of the 
morning’s training, we went to see the pros training and to check out 
the track. The sun was high in the sky as I climbed and shot pictures all 
afternoon... finishing with my first sunburn of the year!  The evening 
was very quiet, not a lot of atmosphere in the center of the town. Most 
people were all in a small bar with a live band inside and barbecue out-
side. We choose the barbecue and beer option. 

The next morning it was an early rise, and off to the press room to get 
the start list and some other info. We took a lift with the qualifiers for 
their last training sessions before the final. Some of them were already 
concentrating and others were out to entertain the public, who were 
arriving slowly on the edges of the track. Brendan Fairclough and Sam 
Hill put on a great show in their last run together, hailing the crowd and 
giving some style to the end of training. 

Soon it was race time. The women opened the afternoon with an im-
pressive crowd massed everywhere around the track. Usually I shoot 
national downhill races so seeing all these people was amazing. It was 
harder to work but the atmosphere was so great. 

After shooting some standard shots in the very last parts of the track, 
I decided to climb to the last rocky parts of the course. There were 
already a lot of photographers but I spotted a small place where I could 
see a great technical passage followed by turns and the final slope to 
finish line. Crossing the track to discreetly place a strobe, and set-
ting my camera, I was ready to shoot the last 40 riders. Progressively 
the crowd became more and more excited, when the first drips of rain 
touched the ground hundreds and hundreds of umbrellas and raincoats 
appeared. Just after that a rider went down hard and his bike flew past 
the protection nets just near my face and slammed into the ground sev-
eral meters on down. The rider was ok, and some spectators helped lift 
his bike as he finished under loud applause. 

You know the end…Peaty signed his 16th World Cup victory, joining 
Vouilloz in the history books. It was my first DH WC race and it will be 
engraved in my memory for a long time. 

“

“vincent rocher : associate editor
Landscape magazine
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Check out the rain clouds hot on Kyle Strait’s 
tail. Kyle’s 11th position was still a great fin-
ish despite some minor rain-assistance.

Top right: Minnaar, off the podium for the 
first time in ages, in 6th. This long wooden 
section helped add some flow to a pedally top 
half, but in the rain looked a little sketchy. 
Mark Beaumont puts down the power.



This weekend allowed me to get back into the atmosphere I was immersed 
in during Crankworx last year. Meeting some pros, talking with some 
friends I met in Whistler  like Fabien Pédémanaud (Scott); and Gracia, it 
was great to see them again. The thing I like about our sport is the fact that 
the pros and amateurs alike just seem to be having fun on their bike even 
when it’s for a serious race. We can see the guys laughing and having fun 
riding and you really feel like you are a member of a worldwide community, 
which is awesome. 
    
A few weeks before the event we were able to see a helmet-cam of the 
track, which really didn’t do it justice, and the comments on the internet 
were just incredible:”my sister could ride it”, “it’s a XC track” etc. I wasn’t 
super optimistic but when I saw the track on Friday I was stoked. It was 
perfect: slippery, bumpy, a bit pedally at the top…all in all, a real downhill 
track, and the riders clearly had lots of fun on it. The riders spent a lot of 
time practicing, scoping out the different lines (of which there were may to 
choose from), and as each rider came down you could see new the estab-
lished lines changing, new lines opening up and the riders adapting their rid-
ing accordingly. For the race itself, the speeds were just mental, I even put 
my image stabilizer back on my camera! 
  
For me the highlights were: 
  
 -the awesome track 
-Peaty being  back on the top box, showing everyone that even being bit 
older, he’s far from done. I hope he does it at the World Champs this year 
too. 
-Sabrina winning, she looked so relaxed, everything looked easy for her. 
-The crowd. I always knew that thousands of people were going to come to 
La Bresse. It’s just a few kilometers from Remi Absalon’s home (Olympic 
champion) and there are tons of riders in that part of France; everyone rides 
a bike 
-It was kind of like the back in the old days in 1993 in Metabief when 
70,000 people lined the track watching the race. 
-Sleeping in my car among drunk people, cops, safety guards and rain... 
  
Please bring this race back next year, UCI! 
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Different styles, different strengths, same utter focus and determi-
nation. Sam Hill and Mick Hannah, 2nd and 3rd respectively.

The future of the sport: 
Danny Hart and Brendan 
Fairclough.
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To the victor, the spoils. 16 and counting...

Practicing on flats in 
Kovarik’s fetish slippers. 
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