
VoiceofthePeople
An Interview with Freecaster’s Rob Warner

Recently, World Cup racing 
fans have been treated to 
something they haven’t had 

in years: live broadcasts.  Not 
since mountainbiking was at its 
peak in the 90’s has there been live 
coverage of the sport, and indeed 
for many years we were not even 
deemed worthy enough to have a 
half-hour highlights show covering 
each race. Living in Europe as a 
teenager I would get up at ridicu-
lous hours of the morning to watch 
the action from South Africa, 
Japan or Canada on the channel 
“Eurosport”. Anyone who watched 
those broadcasts will remember 
the corny and repetitive commen-
tary of their not-unlikeable MTB 
correspondent Mark Biseigel, who 
would regale us with inane fac-
toids of the riders during their runs 
and never fail to mis-pronounce 
their names year after year. It was 
painfully obvious that he had never 
swung his leg over a bicycle in 
his life, let alone raced, but it was 
the best we had and it was good 
enough. When the MTB gravy 
train rolled to an abrupt halt as 
sponsorship money bled out of the 
sport, race fans were left wander-

ing in the desert until the internet 
stepped in to take up the slack. 
Freecaster and MTBCut offered 
live, free coverage of the World 
Cup series and World Champion-
ships, and as only Freecaster would 
play here in the US that’s the one 
we went with.
 
To my surprise, UK racing legend 
Rob Warner had picked up the job 
as Freecaster’s MTB man, and he 
had brought his trademark out-
spoken style to the microphone. 
To those familiar with Rob, he’s 
not exactly the shy and retiring 
type, and I expected there to be 
fireworks once he got into his 
stride. However, Rob’s commen-
taries turned out to be much more 
than just saying some outrageous 
sh*t to entertain us. His huge 
knowledge of racing as well as his 
boundless enthusiasm and genu-
ine excitement shone through and 
really served to enhance the sport 
we love into something even more 
thrilling, dramatic and compelling. 
Catching up with Rob, it turned 
out he had broken his pelvis the 
day before, riding motocross, and 
was in a lot of pain, but it didn’t 

stop him from giving us the 
most hilarious and insightful 
interview we’ve ever done at 
Distilled. Here are the high-
lights (and by highlights we 
mean the stuff we can actually 
print!).
 
On the Freecaster gig:
 
I did the commentary for the 
Red Bull X-Fighters (freestyle 
MX event) for television and 
Raymond (Freecaster boss) 
knew me from that. When he 

asked me to do the mountainbike 
commentary he didn’t even know 
I was a mountainbiker, he just 
thought I was a professional TV 
commentator because he’d seen 
me on the X-Fighters. In fact I 
didn’t even know that until quite 
recently. At the first World Cup 
in Maribor this year my co-com-
mentator Matthias picked me up 
at the airport and he asked me 
“so, you do this for a living?” and 
I was like “no, I thought you did 
this for a living” - it turned out we 
were both just winging it really. 
We walked around the pits for a 
while and did some rider bio’s 
and then just got on with it. It was 
actually done out of the back of a 
van, which in a strange way was 
better, because at Schladming we 
had a proper room to commentate 
from and there were a lot of cor-
porate people wandering through. 
So anyway, we decided we better 
get drunk, so we went off and had 
about 6 pints each  - you can’t do it 
sober (laughs). I cut back towards 
the end of the year, but it’s better 
drunk, not pissed, but it’s better to 
have a couple of beers.
 
On the guest commentators:
 
We got in so much trouble over 
that. In Andorra, there was a lot 
of swearing, and a lot of that was 
Gracia. He came in to the com-
mentary area after his run, and he’s 
an awesome commentator and I 
love having him in. I introduced 
him “and joining us is Cedric 
Gracia...”, and it’s all a bit of a 
blur but for the next ten minutes he 
just went “f*ck, f*ck, f*ck, f*ck, 
f*ck” and I was like “oh well”. The 
powers that be had a word with 

“...you can’t do it sober.”
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Freecaster and they told them to 
cut the swearing or there would 
be trouble. And then at Fort Wil-
liam that f*cking idiot comes in, 
his name was Franz Schloblong or 
something, and he’s a real weird 
dude. He asked to come in, and we 
thought “why not?”, and right at 
the end of the interview I told him 
to bring some nice Swedish girls to 
the World Championships with him 
and he just blurted out “ah, you like 
the shaven c*nt?!” There was just 
dead air for a while, I just rolled 
up in a ball. What the f*ck was he 
thinking, and it was live too? It was 
like he was waiting for his moment 
to shock the world (laughs). 
 
On the World Champs:
 
I watch it back on Freecaster now 
and I still get shivers up my spine. 
People reckon I got all choked up 
when Peaty didn’t win but I’m not 
sure if I did (laughs). When Sam 
went down I thought “this is it, 
Steve’s goint to be World Cham-
pion at last” but Gee beat him and 
it was fair and square. Talk about 
being privileged to do some com-
mentary  - you’re never going to 
get a race better than that, it was a 
dream. Luckily we were on form 
and we delivered some good com-
mentary on it, even if I do say so 
myself (laughs). Sometimes when 
you leave the commentary box and 
you feel like you haven’t done such 
a good job it’s usually because it 
hasn’t been so exciting a race, but 
the Worlds and Schladming were 
total dreams. Downhill is wicked 
to commentate on because it builds 
- it’s always got a climax so it’s 
amazing. 
 
On the Rampage:
 
I was doing live commentary for a 
British TV company. It was really 
exciting to see what they were do-
ing but a bit harder to commentate 
on than a race...you needed a bit 
more background on the riders than 
you would normally use. Don’t get 

me wrong though, when I saw the 
stuff they were doing on finals day 
I f*cking shit myself. I was there 
with Wade Simmons and Andrew 
Shandro and they just stood there 
shaking their heads, and we all 
hoped no-one would get hurt too 
badly, and it turns out that some-
how they didn’t. That Canyon gap, 
it didn’t look like anything on the 
TV but if they’d come up short 
it was a 30-foot sheer drop onto 
rocks.
 
On the future of downhill coverage:
 
For TV they need faster tracks, like 
the bottom of Schladming, that was 
pretty breathtaking. It’s hard for me 
because I see it from both sides. 
When I was racing I hated the fact 
that TV came in and demanded 
2-minute tracks and made a list of 
other demands, and it killed the 
sport. But now that I’m on the other 
side, I’m thinking “yeah, it would 
be nice if we could see the whole 
race from the bottom”. I’m not sure 
that you need to but it would be 
really nice to see the start, and then 
from the split down to the bottom. 
For what they had this year though, 
I think 6 or 7 cameras, they have 
done an amazing job. Freecaster 
will be covering the Worlds Cup 
exclusively for the next three years 
so that’s great for the sport. Aaron 
Lutze is the guy who edits all our 
clips. After filming, at about 4pm 
Aaron heads off to do the editing 
and the poor f*cker doesn’t come 
out for beer, doesn’t come out for 
food, until all that stuff is loaded 
onto the website. He’s the brains 
behind the whole thing...I get all 
the good sh*t because I’m in front 
of the camera but he does all the 
work. 
 
On next season: another close one?
 
I think it will be close. I think 
they cracked Hill a little bit actu-
ally. I think psychologically they 
f*cking done him , to be honest. 
Slovenia, at the start of the year, 

where he won by 5 seconds or so, 
that was as astonishing as his run 
at the Worlds. I think second place 
to ninth place was split be 0.8 of a 
second or something, off the top of 
my head, and that f*cker was five 
seconds ahead! And then at Worlds 
he would have destroyed them by 
what, ten seconds? Other people 
say it would have been around 
5 or six seconds and I tell them 
“bullshit”, he crashed on a high-
speed part of the track, got up, had 
to get going on the flat to the finish 
line and he was still third. I was 
speaking to Peaty and talking about 
how Hill seemed unbeatable and 
he told me he was totally beatable. 
The other guys just dug in and got 
their head around it and they have 
brought him back down a bit. 
 
On team shake-ups for 09:
 
Well, Brendan and Hill are both on 
Specialized I think. I heard they’re 
having bikes built for them, they’re 
not going to use what they have. 
Stikman told me the other day that 
they’re having real trouble getting 
out of the Iron Horse contract, but 
that’s hearsay. One of Brendan’s 
mates from down the road told me 
that apparently Brendan wants a 
bike built around an Orange and 
Sam wants something more like the 
Iron Horse. And what about Palmer 
coming back! Believe the hype. He 
was at Interbike signing “Shaun 
Palmer: World Champion 09” on 
this kid’s cast. Peaty would know 
a little more about this...I haven’t 
caught up with Steve since Vegas 
but yeah, Palmer’s back. He’s on 
Santa Cruz with support from Troy 
Lee Designs and SRAM apparently. 
From what I gather from Greg Her-
bold, he’s just going to do a couple 
of World Cups and he’s pretty 
realistic about his chances. It’ll 
be unreal just to have him there. I 
would go to a World Cup just to see 
that f*cker, it’s probably the best 
thing to happen to mountainbiking 
in a decade. 
 

“...you’re never going to get 
a race better than that.”
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