
Needles
The Andrew Neethling Interview

Racing must officially be back 
in style, because 2009 sees two 
of the biggest names in not 

only mountainbiking but in cycling as 
a whole, Specialized and Trek, field-
ing full-strength downhill teams for the 
first time in years. Kyle Strait and Nico 
Vink carried the torch for the big two 
for the last few years but the compa-
nies’ hearts (or budgets) lay squarely 
with freeriding, what we told was the 
future of the sport but never really lived 
up to expectations. Speculation was rife 
as to who would fill the coveted seats 
on these super-teams, and as far as Trek 
is concerned we recently got an answer. 
Andrew Neethling and Justin Leov are 
making the move from Mongoose and 
Yeti respectively, and will be riding the 
new Session 88 DH. A cliché it may be, 
but Andrew is one of the nicest guys on 
the circuit and his riding is as stylish as 
it is fast. We caught up with him to quiz 
him about, among other things, life on 
the World Cup circuit, his native South 
Africa and his move to the colossus 
that is Trek for 2009.

So Andrew, you had a pretty good season 
this year, finishing 11th in the WC. Are 
you happy with how you did?

Yes I am very happy with that. I set my-
self a goal of Top 10 overall coming into 
the season. 1 spot short of my goal I can 
live with.  After slipping down to as low 
as 17th overall mid season, it was great to 
stay focused and bounce back at the end. 
 
What was the standout round of the World 
Cup for you (for whatever reason)?

Many might think my standout was the 
Australia round where I got my career 
best of 6th, but just missing the podium 
hurt. Going into Schladming, I really 
knew I was up against it. I had riders 
breathing down my neck in the points that 
had all done well in Austria before. I had 
a chilled quali run and was in 25th. I just 
really went for it in the final and made 
a huge mistake near the top. I think this 
fired me up and i just let it hang. To get 
10th there and hang on to my 11th overall 
really made me happy...I guess for me its 
a tie between those 2 races. 
 
How did the whole Trek deal come about? 

Well, everyone in the industry knew about 
Trek’s intentions to return to top level rac-
ing with their new Session 88, and spon-
sor a World Cup Team. Martin Whiteley 
who owns the program and will be 
running the team contacted me after the 
World Cup finals in Austria to chat about 
my future plans and goals in the sport, and 
tell me a bit about his and Trek’s plans for 
the team. I had a great 3 years with Mon-
goose and they have played a huge part in 
my career, but sometimes opportunities 
come your way that you simply cannot 
turn down. 

Have you had any time on the Session 88 
so far? 

No, my contract starts on Jan 1st 2009. 
I’m contracted to Mongoose until Dec 
31st and I’m proud to honour my con-
tract with them and I cannot thank them 
enough. Having said that, I’m keen to try 
out one of the most talked about bikes.

The World Cup is heading down to South 
Africa next year, are you familiar with the 
course? 

Not really. The venue is around 1800km 
away but I did get to race there in March 
of this year for the SA Champs. The 
course has had a lot of work on since then 
and the organizers are putting in huge 

effort to make it a great course. I am very 
excited to see it.
 
What is the scene like in South Africa and 
are there any up-and-comers that we will 
see hitting the international stage anytime 
soon?

The scene is steadily growing. The prob-
lem is it is very difficult for the young 
talented riders to get the international 
experience they need. Our courses are 
also not always as long and technical as 
the international ones. For many of the 
juniors the Worlds is the only overseas 
race they get to do.  There are definitely 
some very talented young riders coming 
up in the scene.  Bikes and parts are also 
quite pricey so you got to really make a 
commitment. 
 
You were at the Boxxer media launch in 
Spain recently, how was the riding and the 
event in general?

It was an amazing time and experience. 
Sram did a great job of finding the venue 
and putting it all together The riding was 
very good. The was a selection of 7 DH 
runs. 2-3 normal length ones and 4 quite 
long ones.  We got to help and ride with 
the media which was an enjoyable experi-
ence. 
 
The 09 Worlds are set for Canberra, where 
you scored a 6th place this year. Is a 
medal a possibility do you think?

The more I think about that question the 
more I do believe a medal is a possibility 
and even a goal of mine.

The WC was incredibly tight this season. 
With such close times are you going to be 
doing any special preparation throughout 
the winter for next season?

Well it is summer for myself at home. I 
am going to build on what I did this last 
pre-season as it worked well. I will be on 
a new bike so I will be putting more time 
in on the DH bike so I can get used to it 
quickly. 
 
Your countryman Greg took a resounding 
victory over Sam for the title this year...
were you surprised by this and who do 
you see as the guys to beat for next year?

Anyone that knows and rides with Greg is 
not surprised by this. Australia definitely 
hurt Sam’s hopes but Greg won 3 rounds 
this year so really proved he was the man 
to beat all-round. I think similar people as 
this year will be up there again next year, 

but anyone in the Top 15  has the potential 
to turn it up on the right course. It seems 
like the new wave of youngsters and rid-
ers with the right amount of experience 
are really challenging the front runners.
 
What is the strangest part of life on the 
WC circuit?

Not sure if it’s strange but it’s maybe 
strange compared to other sports. I think 
how well most of the riders get on and the 
friendships we gain on the road is cool.
 
Who is the last man standing in a drink-
ing contest among all the pros (male or 
female)?

My money is on a certain Englishman.
 
Your favorite place in the world to ride, 
and why?

Wow, that’s a difficult question. I will just 
name some of my favorite courses:  Vail, 
Colorado ; Kaprun, Austria ; Schladming, 
Austria.

Preferred bike setup?

Rear brake on the right. I am also very 
sensitive about where my brakes grab and 
the roll of my bars. Other than that, get 
the bars pretty low and a good looking 
seat angle and we are good to go.
 
Coolest country visited in 08 and why?

Australia, it was a new country to visit for 
me and I got to go in early to see Sydney 
and do some real sight-seeing. We did a 
boat trip to the Sydney bridge. The swells 
were so big I honestly thought we were 
going to tip the boat.

Describe your ultimate fantasy downhill 
track. 

Schladming!! ha ha.  I would take the 
flow and turns from Schladming and the 
open fast sections from Ste Anne. I would 
add in some huge floaty jumps and bring 
in the crowd from Fort William. 


