
A tale of two Daves
When it comes to MTB icons, 

Dave Turner has got to be 
high up on anyone’s list. From 

the early days of the sport his downhill 
frames have carried racers to victories 
on the World Cup circuit (Tomi and Pau 
Misser’s “Konas” were really re-badged 
Turners) and these sleek downhill mis-
siles have long been the privateer racer’s 
weapon of choice. What amateur racers 
choose to spend their hard-earned money 
on in the hope of hitting the podium each 
weekend is surely a true indicator of what 
really works, and here on the east 
coast, Turner DHRs are a plenti-
ful sight on the race scene. They 
have a die-hard fan base whose 
loyalty is beyond compare and it 
follows that when Turner make 
changes to their stable, people sit 
up and take notice. When Dave 
moved the DHR from the tried and 
tested four bar to what some call 
a “faux” bar, there were murmurs 
from some purists but the DHR 
would go on to be a great success, 
even carrying Sam Blenkinsop 
to silver at the World Champs in 
Rotorua. This year, the Turner line 
has gone through and even more 
dramatic metamorphosis. Joining 
forces with someone who may 
well be considered another icon of the 
sport in years to come, Dave Weagle, the 
Turner range is equipped with the DW link 
throughout its entire range for 2009. This 
innovation has propelled Sam Hill and 
Sabrina Jonnier to World Cup and World 
Championship titles and, combined with 
the proven geometry and craftsmanship of 
Turner Cycles, the Turner and DW-Link 
faithful are sure to embrace this union. 
We caught up with Dave and threw a few 
questions his way. Here’s what he had to 
say:

How did the Turner/DW Link collabora-
tion come about and what was your rea-
soning in making the decision to move to 
this suspension model?

A couple years ago Dave and I were on 
an industry trail ride and Dave offered up 
his bike. Even though he was on flats and 

I ride SPD, I could tell right away that the 
dw-link pedaled like nothing else I had 
ridden. As a cross country mountain bike 
rider pedaling is the biggest part of every 
ride I do, so my thought was if the dw-link 
bike pedaled better, then most of every ride 
would be more enjoyable. 

Did you have to go back to the drawing 
board entirely to design the new frames 
around this new suspension design?

Oh yeah! Every part of every model is 

being re-visited. Of course, if it ain’t 
broke don’t fix it still holds true. To me 
that means as we go through every part 
of every model if the tube set has worked 
for years for say the 5 Spot, then we don’t 
change. But the seat tube had to change 
as I could see that there was a growth in 
the adjustable seat post offerings and I 
knew that for the lighter posts like Crank 
Bros and KS to work with Turner we 
had to have a bigger diameter seat tube. I 
reviewed hundreds of photos of customer 
bikes on line to see how each model was 
being equipped with stems, stem spacers, 
bar to seat relationships etc before the top 
tube dimensions and head tube lengths 
were finalized. Some sizes and some 
models were fine, others I adjusted for the 
way riders were pushing their bike fit. For 
example, I could see a trend that taller rid-
ers on 5 Spots were running shorter stems 
and more spacers than the shorter riders. 

So I shortened the top tubes a little and 
increased the head tube lengths a little to 
accommodate what I saw my customers 
needs were. 

Tell us a little about the new DHR.

Imagine a sub 40 pound bike that shoots 
out of turns like a firmly set up trail bike 
and feels like it weighs notably lighter 
than the scale would show. The new DHR, 
although early in its prototype phase is a 
bit lighter than the 08 DHR and notably 

lighter than the Sunday. 
The rear suspension 
feel will be less pro-
gressive than the DHR 
which I think was a 
bit too steep in the last 
segment of travel, and 
have perceivably more 
end travel support when 
compared to the Sunday. 
Its geometry is not un-
like the 08 DHR with 
just minor tweaks here 
and there. Most notable 
will be a slight drop in 
BB height, because the 
dw-link does not squat 
like other designs under 
hard pedaling. A lower 

BB # will not effect the crank clearance as 
the chassis sits up more in the travel when 
hammering out of the gate or turns. When 
coasting the bike will then effectively be 
lower so it will corner better. 

Turner has a pretty die-hard fan-base. 
What has been the reaction so far, or is it 
too early to tell?

Well, I think Turner Bikes was the real 
source of shock and awe this year. To say 
our riders and most dealers were in shock 
when the news broke early September is 
an understatement, the ‘awe’ part comes 
from all the dealers and press that got to 
ride the demo fleet in Boulder City for the 
InterBike show. They do ride ‘awe’some! 
The greatest comments I heard on a couple 
occasions were returning test riders saying 
‘it rides just like a Flux but accelerates 
amazing’. Same comments with the 5 

Spot, so many of our die-hard riders were 
really worried that the switch to dw-link 
would change the ride of the Turner. No 
way, they are still 100% Turner feel and 
100% dw-link acceleration. Of course 
with the dw-link controlling the anti-squat 
duties our very light customized shock 
settings allow the bikes to eat up square 
edged bumps like nothing we have made 
before. 

With many companies seemingly shun-
ning racing in favor of the freeride side 
of the market, it seems Turner has always 
stuck to its roots in racing, often being the 
privateer racer’s weapon of choice. Do 
you feel vindicated 
now that the market 
seems to have 
made a shift back 
to being more rac-
ing-oriented?

Not sure about 
that. Racing is way 
off in the United 
States, seems that 
it is healthier over 
seas. From a num-
bers point of view 
building a DHR is 
almost pointless, 
but our riders over 
the last 9 years love 
the bike and I like 
designing them. We 
are also very proud 
to have been the 
choice in frame for 
so many current stars before they got the 
big money and support. 

Do you have any plans for a Turner 
downhill team to contest the World Cup 
series next year?

Absolutely not, we are a very small 
company and a WC team would be equal 
to our whole operating budget. If things 
work out we will have some fast rid-
ers working their way thru the field on 
a DHR. I guess the ultimate situation is 
for a team that has backing from a non 
bike industry sponsor with stars already 
in place, and all I have to do is supply 
frames!! 

What is your view on the state of racing 
in the US at the moment?

Other than a few key events, racing in 
the U.S. has been falling apart for a long 
time. 

What will be the next big leap in DH 
technology, and what, in your opinion, 
will downhill bikes look like in five or ten 
years?

Big Leap in technology? I don’t see 
anything that will revolutionize the 
sport.  Getting rid of the rear mech could 
happen, but everything that I have seen 

is too heavy and too expensive. Hardly 
a big leap when it weighs more than the 
current stuff when you are talking race 
set ups. The only drawback to the current 
mech is that it is exposed and subject to 
damage. But they are light, cheap and 
work fine almost every shift. Hard to beat 
that. That said, I really like the Schlumpf 
concept with the BB concentric gearbox . 
If only it had about 5 or 6 speeds. I see no 
problem making a 120mm diameter BB 
shell for something like that! In my eyes 
it HAS to drive like a current bike with 
the chain ring concentric to the BB and 
independent of the rear suspension. Right 
now the gearbox stuff is super heavy, 
expensive and the drive gear is concentric 
to the suspension pivot. That might be 

fine for a free ride bike, but in racing I 
want the ability to use the chain with the 
suspension. DH bikes don’t need a bunch 
of speeds, and I really don’t think having 
the internal geared rear hub is good either, 
as the un-sprung weight would sky rocket 
when compared to a road rear derailleur 
and ti cog set that are so popular with 
racer types. Suspension will get better and 
better, but nothing that the motorcycle 
world is not already doing. Oooops, I al-
most forgot the MOST important part that 
has not been improved in waaaaaay to 
long, TIRES! I am disgusted that fast rid-
ers have to run such high pressure to keep 
from flatting. I have heard repeated stories 

of pressure in the 40psi range 
to keep from flatting. What a 
joke that after the Michelin 
‘system’ there has been nothing 
new and of course that never 
even made it to production. 
Racers should not have to be 
pinging thru the woods on such 
pressure, makes all the work 
on high tech forks and shock 
tuning silly when the tires are 
nothing but big basketballs. 
So IF there is any big leap in 
technology in the near future I 
hope that it is with tires. 

Thanks to Dave and Josh at 
Turner Cycles.


